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Reliablé Has You Covered

NeW
Flat Plate Concealed Sprinklers

We offer a wide range of Pendent & Horizontal Sidewall Sprinklers
for Ordinary/Light Hazard and Residential applications.

G4 XLO-QR ECLH/ECOH, RFS42 HSW,
K11.2 (160 metric) K4.2 (60 metric) (

= Spacing up to 20’ x 20’ = Residential HSW

b

(6.1m x 6.1m) = Spacing up to 16’ x 20’ \
= Extended Coverage y = (4.9m x 6.1m) (
Pendent for Light & : = 1/8” (3.2mm) adjustment
Ordinary Hazards = Designed to fit in 3-1/2” stud space
= 1/2” (13mm) adjustment = Bulletin 048
= Bulletin 171
G6-80 HSW QR EC, G6-56 HSW QR,
K8.0 (115 metric) K5.6 (80 metric)

= Spacing up to 16’ x 24’ = Quick Response

(4.9 m x7.3m) Standard Spray HSW
= 1/4” (6.3mm) adjustment = 1/4” (6.3mm) adjustment
= Bulletin 047

= Bulletin 050 {

Cover plates are available either solid or perforated
in a variety of colors and finishes.

Go to www.reliablesprinkler.com fo learn more.

SPRINKLERS / VALVES /| SPECIAL HAZARDS/SYSTEMS / SYSTEM COMPONENTS / FABRICATION

Reliable Automatic Sprinkler Co., Inc. * Manufacturer & Global Distributor of Fire Protection Products
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Thank you to Wayne Automatic Fire Sprinklers, Mid-Atlantic
Regional Manager Ray Lonabaugh and Associate Director of Field
Operations Bruce Lecair for the photos of residential fire sprinkler
installations that grace the cover of this issue of SQ.
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The look you want with the safety you need.

Build Beautifully with Freedom® Residential Fire Sprinkler Systems.

More options, more flexibility, and better protection.

Viking's Freedom® residential fire sprinklers offer the broadest
line of UL Listed residential sprinklers for NFPA 13, 13R, and
13D installations, in an amazing array of size, temperature, and
color options. With horizontal sidewall models that are virtually
undetectable, to concealed pendents in flat plate or domed
versions, Freedom delivers protection and performance beautifully.

Lower flows and better spacing for greater efficiency.

With lower flow and pressure requirements, Freedom sprinklers can
accommodate lower water supplies or be tailored to the available
water supply for a more efficient system. Because Freedom sprinklers
have the largest coverage areas in the industry, fewer sprinklers are
often needed.

Trusted above all.™

From Viking, the most trusted name in fire protection.

Viking is a global leader in the design of fire sprinklers and
systems with a well-earned reputation for quality, dependability
and innovation. And with Viking SupplyNet as your full-service
residential partner, you'll have access to a complete inventory
of CPVC products, sprinklers, valves, fittings and hangers. It’s all
delivered through our on-demand ordering system for quick,
accurate, and cost-effective delivery to your job site.

Call Viking today at 877-384-5464 or visit our web site for a Viking
SupplyNet location near you.

The Freedom VK480 flat plate concealed
horizontal sidewall sprinkler is hidden from
view by a low profile cover plate to give a
smooth wall appearance.

www.vikinggroupinc.com

NIKING

Viking Group, Inc. | 210 N. Industrial Park Drive, Hastings, MI 49058, Telephone: (269) 945-9501 | www.vikinggroupinc.com
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t]:a].n].n Ca]_endar EVENTS OF INTEREST TO NFSA MEMBERS

SQ ¢ march - april 2016

IN

March 3
Seismic Bracing for Fire Sprinkler Systems
WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT

March 8-10

Inspection & Testing for the Fire Sprinkler
Industry

WESTBURY, NEW YORK

March 23-24
Sprinkler System Plan Review
PLAINFIELD, ILLINOIS

March 15
Pumps for Fire Protection
WINDSOR LOCKS, CONNECTICUT

March 15

NFPA 13 Discharge Criteria Updates for the
2016 Edition

ONLINE

March 30

Coordinating NFPA 25 & 72 Inspection,
Testing and Maintenance Requirements
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

April 4-15
Two Week Layout Tech Training
PATTERSON, NEW YORK

April 7-8
Sprinkler System Plan Review
WEYMOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS

ONFSA

The Voice of the Fire Sprinkler Industry

April 8

Understanding, Applying & Enforcing NFPA
13D

CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE

April 13

Rough & Final Inspections of Fire Sprinkler
Systems

MUNDELEIN, ILLINOIS

April 18-19
Sprinkler System Plan Review
WALLINGFORD, CONNECTICUT

April 19

NFPA 13, 13R & 13D Residential Updates for
the 2016 Edition

ONLINE

April 19-20
Sprinkler System Plan Review
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO

April 21
Pumps for Fire Protection
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO

May 12
NFPA 13,13R, 13D & 14 Update 2013

WEST SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

May 17

NFPA 13 Installation Criteria Updates for the

2016 Edition
ONLINE

May 18-19

ITM: Navigating through the Liability
Minefield

WESTBURY, NEW YORK

May 24-25
Sprinkler System Plan Review
EL SEGUNDO, CALIFORNIA

June 3

Introduction to Fire Sprinklers, Fire Pumps
& Standpipes

CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE

June 7-9

Inspection & Testing for the Fire Sprinkler
Industry

ELMIRA, NEW YORK

June 21
NFPA 20 Updates & Highlights
Online

August 1-12
Two Week Layout Tech Training
ORLANDO, FLORIDA

October 3-14
Two Week Layout Tech Training
FIFE, WASHINGTON

These seminars qualify for continuing education as required by NICET. Meet mandatory Continuing Education Requirements for
Businesses and Authorities Having Jurisdiction. To register or for more information, contact: Michael Repko at (845) 878-4207,
E-Mail: seminars@nfsa.org. Or register ONLINE at www.nfsa.org.



THE MOST
IMPORTANT
PART OF A
FLOWSWITCH

S THE
PART YOU

CAN'T SEE.

Installing a flowswitch properly is important, but so is making preventing corrosion and ensuring lasting protection. This
sure that flowswitch works during an emergency. That's why means that even if corrosive conditions exist in the pipe,
the Potter VSR series flowswitch features a non-corrosive Potter still offers an industry leading 5 year warranty. You may
saddle bushing that eliminates all water to metal contact, not be able to see it, but its effects are more than noticeable.

www.PotterSignal.com/VSR ® PO I I ER

The Symbol of Protection

Potter’s Non-Corrosive
Saddle Bushing
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Area States Regional Manager Area Director
New Connecticut, Maine, Dave LaFond, NFSA
England Massachusetts, 2 Burns Way
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040
Vermont (413) 244-7653 Donald A. DeLuca
SRI Firg Sprir;lz\ler Corporation
New York New York Dominick G. Kasmauskas, NFSA 1060 Central Avenug
1436 Altamont Ave. Suite 147 Albany, New York 12205
Rotterdam, New York 12303 (518) 459-2776  FAX (518) 459-0068
(518) 937-6589 FAX (518) 836-0210
Mid Atlantic Delaware, Maryland, Raymond W. Lonabaugh, NFSA Kent Mezaros
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, P.0. Box 126 Quick Response Fire Protection
Virginia, Washington, D.C. Ridley Park, Pennsylvania 19078 77 Pension Road, Suite 5
(610) 521-4768 FAX (610) 521-2030 Manalapan, New Jersey 07726
(732) 786-9440  FAX (732) 786-9443
Southeast Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi Associate Director of Regional Operations - East Ken Brinkley
North Carolina, South Carolina Wayne Waggoner, NFSA Music City Fire Sprinkler
PO Box 9 238 Molly Walton Drive
Andersonville, Tennessee 37705 Hendersonville, TN 37075
Tennesee Tennessee (865) 755-2956 FAX (865) 381-0597 (615) 826-7450  FAX (615) 826-9680
Florida Florida, Puerto Rico Lorrell Bush, NFSA Alan Wiginton
2025 Droylsden Lane, Eustis, Florida 32726 Wiginton Fire Systems
(352) 589-8402 FAX (561) 327-6366 699 Aero Lane
Cell: (954) 275-8487 Sanford, FL 32771
(407) 585-3205  FAX (407 )585-3282
Great Lakes Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, TBA Richard A. Ackley
West Virginia, Kentucky Dalmatian Fire, Inc.
P.0. Box 78068
Indianapolis, Indiana 46278
(317)299-3889  FAX (317) 299-4078
North Minnesota Tom Brace, NFSA
Central 1433 Idaho Ave West Gregg Huennekens
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108 United States Alliance Fire Protection
(651) 644-7800  FAX (651) 603-8827 28427 North Ballard — Unit H
Lake Forest, lllinois 60045
Wisconsin Marty King (847) 736-3496  FAX (847) 816-0098
3317 South 113th Street
West Allis, WI 53227
(414) 531-9542
king@nfsa.org
lllinois IMinois Robert Tinucci, NFSA
6401 Richmond Ave
Willowbrook, lllinois 60527
(630) 655-1875 FAX: (630) 655-1875
Central lowa, Kansas, Missouri TBA Dennis C. Coleman
Engineered Fire Protection, Inc.
1615 South Kings Highway
St. Louis, Missouri 63110
(314) 771-0033 FAX (314) 664-1619
South Arkansas, Louisiana, Cynthia Giedraitis NFSA John Kauffman lll
Central Oklahoma, Texas 2013 Oakwood Trail Kauffman Company
College Station, Texas 77845 13225 FM529 — Suite A
(979) 324-8934 Houston, Texas 77041
(713)937-4144  FAX (713) 937-4149
Great Plains Colorado, Nebraska, North Eric Gleason, NFSA Harry Nothhaft Il
Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, P.0. Box 62157 L.Nothhaft & Son
Wyoming Littleton, Colorado 80162 2520 West 62nd Court
(720) 470-4894 Denver, Colorado 80221
(303) 433-3329  FAX (303) 433-2432
Southwest Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico, Aaron Bennett
RCI Systems, Inc.
1220 West Geneva Drive
Assaociate Director of Regional Operations - West Tempe, Arizona 85282
Bruce Lecair, NFSA (480) 894-8711 FAX (480) 894-8740
25417 West Hyacinth Street
West California, Hawaii Corona, California 92883 Jack Thacker
(951) 277-3517 FAX (951) 277-3199 Allan Automatic Sprinkler Corporation
3233 Enterprise St.
Brea, California 92821
(714)993-9500  FAX (714) 993-5708
Northwest Alaska, ldaho, Montana, Suzanne Mayr, NFSA James Boulanger

Oregon, Washington

P.0. Box 7328
Tacoma, WA 98417
(253) 208-8467

Patriot Fire Protection, Inc.

2707 70th Avenue East

Tacoma, Washington 98424

(253) 926-2290  FAX (253) 922-6150

Vice President Field Operations
James Lake

12 Clearwater Drive

Plymouth, MA 02360

(617) 372-6214

lake@nfsa.org

DIRECTOR AT LARGE

Clark Gey

Wayne Automatic Fire Sprinkler
22?2 Capitol Court

Ocoee, Florida 34761

(407) 877-5564




from the PRES

Growth & Advancement

Shane Ray

great Association in this evolving industry, | reflect on

not just the changes, but the growth and advancement.
I look back on my 30 years of personal growth and advancement
in the fire protection field and | am grateful for all the people
and experiences that have helped me along the way. | look
introspectively, because | hope my growth and development,
like yours, has made the organization, association, or company
better.

The NFSA and fire sprinkler industry face many challenges
ahead. We have worked through and continue to transition. We
navigate through the transition as a strong association that is
working diligently to be ahead of the issues, not react to them.
A strong focus on personal, organizational and overall profes-
sional and industry growth and advancement will allow us to
fulfill our mission of the “widespread acceptance of the fire
sprinkler concept.”

| hope that you are realizing the value of your NFSA mem-
bership and total contributions you make both financially with
your dues and personally with your time serving on the Board,
Councils, Committees, Chapters and Coalitions. The impact and
outreach of our Association is huge - from our time with con-
gressional members and staff, to a meeting with the Secretary

Q s | approach the end of my first year as President of this

of HUD, to the city council chambers of Estero, Florida, to the
state requlation committee, to Chapters in California, to the
Supreme Court in Minnesota, to the state agencies and Gen-
eral Assembly in New Jersey, your Association is involved and
informed. Yes, with growth and personal development comes
improvement in advancing our mission.

| hope you join us at our Annual Seminar and Business &
Leadership Conference in Dana Point, California. We have
some great speakers and informative programs, but most of all,
it is a great venue and opportunity to socialize and share with
leading experts and fellow fire sprinkler industry professionals.

There is a lot in store in the future. Please reach out to your
friends, neighbors, competitors and colleagues and get them
involved. The best membership recruitment tool is sharing the
satisfaction and value you derived from being an NFSA member
with your peers. We look forward to seeing you soon and we are
excited about the opportunities ahead for all.®

AT

Shane Ray, President

In the Nov/Dec 2015 issue of SQ, we listed our members who have been part of NFSA for 25 years
or more. The computer age being what it is, one member did not pull from our database when we
compiled our list. That being said, allow us to take the time to honor one of our longest-tenured
members, Livingston Fire Protection.

Thank you once again to all of our long-standing members. You are the driving force behind the
strongest and most vital Fire Sprinkler Association in the U.S.A.!

JENT'S DESKI

www.nfsa.org



FITTI N GS THE MOST INNOVATIVE CHANGE TO
FIRE PROTECTION FITTINGS SINCE VICTAULIC
ORIGINATED THE GROOVED CONCEPT.

| any easier
than that.”

Big Mike
Central Connecticut

Fire Sprinkler

victaulicfire.com

9346 REVA 12/2015

Victaulic and all other Victaulic marks are the trademarks or registered trademarks of Victaulic Company, and/or
its affiliated entities, in the U.S. and/or other countries. All other trademarks listed herein are the property of their
respective holders, in the U.S. and/or other countries. The terms “Patented” or “Patent Pending” refer to design or

- - ®
utility patents.or patent applications for articles and/or methods of use in the United St“es and/or other countries. . l cta u I l c

© 2015 VICTAULIC COMPANY. ALL RIGIﬂ'S RESERVED.
.
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Is there an App for that?

s we go about the business of expanding the use of

fire sprinklers, there are a number of tools in our tool-

box. Knowledge of life safety, code development and
enforcement, identifying hardware improvements, legislative
awareness and economics are among our strengths. There's
one big one though, that's growing in significance which we
are just beginning to recognize. It's the capture, development,
analysis, organization and accessibility of data for our members.
This tool leverages all the others, making us far more effective
at the point of sale, at the time of negotiation, making strategic
decisions for our businesses or when it comes time to “close
the deal.”

Sure, we can say we already have this type of information
available, but the fact is this information frequently begins life
as traditional print documents and PDF conversions fall short
on accessibility. We're not alone. This is the incremental way
many businesses have accommodated the digital age. Content
which starts as digital is far faster when locating, extracting and
analyzing data. As our entire society is becoming more at ease
with leveraging the various sources of information on the net
and becomes facile with its capabilities, this interface is mission
critical for industry associations like ours. Our staff has made
some significant progress in this direction recently, but there
are some issues of strategy, resources and structure that they
can't do alone.

It's also easy to say that our partner organization, NFPA, al-
ready provides a lot of the pertinent information. That may be
true, but fire extinguishers, flameless cigarettes and a library
of the best safety standards in the world aren't exactly what
we need to promote our systems and their benefit to the target
market communities.

We often cite parallels in other safety related industries like
seatbelts, GFI circuits and guarded tools and wonder how they
became established requirements. GFI circuits in particular
are very close to home as electrical standards are also part of

NFPA's services. The answer is clear, the right data was avail-
able in the right form for the requlators, insurance interests and
public to see the benefits were worth the investments. When
we look to our adversaries, we often see data used to reinforce
positions about the effectiveness of smoke detectors or fire
treated lumber as an obstacle to sprinklers. What do we have
in an easily accessible form to counterbalance their position?

To be clear, we need to be careful to understand the issue isn't
whether or not we have the information but “Is it accessible in a
convenient, organized and customizable form to fit our current
and future member's business purposes?”

Generationally, it's an even greater concern and here, ef-
ficient smartphone level access has become the litmus test. If
an organization can't provide the correct digital information in
your palm, your audience will slowly be looking elsewhere. Let's
face it... those of us who may have attended Woodstock prob-
ably don't place this as high a priority.

Of our various committees and councils which address key
constituencies and functions, the closest one which touches this
need on a reqular basis is the Future Leadership committee. In
them, we've already put a foundation in place. Curiously, but not
surprisingly, this area of digital agility and data development
was a topic they arrived at naturally, in conjunction with our
staff members who have a list of their own thoughts. Our full
commitment and focus may be the only element remaining. |
think maybe the time has arrived for us to include this as a part
of our routine board level topics and objectives.

Let's help the NFSA to move on from Woodstock to iTunes®.@®

Respectfully, /O

Larry Thau, an

www.nfsa.org

©
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CONTRACTOR'’S

CUE

Three Habits of Effective Project Leadership
& Six Keys to Successful Project-Based Work

Three Habits of Effective

Project Leadership

For any organization doing project based
work, the need for leadership and collab-
oration is critical. Unfortunately, for many
organizations, developing leadership is a
challenge, there are never enough lead-
ers in an organization and getting people
to collaborate is often a challenge.

Here are three leadership principles
that can help you effectively manage
project teams in today's complicated
business climate:

1. Lead Yourself First. My colleagues
and | used to call this walking the talk.
If you don't practice what you preach,
how can you lead others.

2. Encourage Ownership. The more
people feel of sense of ownership, the
more responsibility team members will
feel for the outcome. Identifying what
a positive or negative outcome means
to the team will encourage a sense of
ownership.

3. Follow-Up. | don't think it's any secret,
but leaders get the behaviors they
reinforce.

It really doesn't matter what type of
project based work you do or your par-
ticular work management methodology,
project managers who spend time learn-
ing and implementing leadership skills are
more successful than those that don't.
As more and more organization turn to
project and portfolio management best
practices to make their organizations
more efficient, the need for skilled project
managers, those who know how to lead
people as well as manage process, will
continue to grow.

What are you doing to improve your
leadership skills?

Six Keys to Successful

Project-Based Work

"Wax on, right hand. Wax off, left hand.
Wax on, wax off. Breath in through nose,
out the mouth. Wax on, wax off. Don't
forget to breathe, very important.”

In the 1984 movie The Karate Kid, Mr.
Miagi, an apartment complex mainte-
nance man, becomes an unlikely karate
teacher for Daniel Laruso, a high-school
kid in trouble with a bunch of local karate-
bullies. With an unorthodox teaching
style, Daniel-san's first karate lessons
includes waxing Mr. Miagi's cars-all four
of them.

So what does this have to do with proj-
ect based work?

Without giving a play-by-play of the
whole story, Mr. Miagi taught Daniel the
basic techniques and skills that would al-
low him to defend himself. I've observed
that there are some basic project man-
agement fundamentals that are common
to any successful project and portfolio
management methodology.

Successful project managers focus on
what matters most. Here are six sugges-
tions:

1. Make sure the project has a strong

sponsor. Every project needs a spon-
sor who will evangelize the value of
the initiative throughout the life of the
project.

2. Make sure the project is adequately
funded. The temptation is to take
whatever funding is offered, but with-
out adequate funding, it's usually the
project manager who ends up in hot
water when the project fails for lack of
financial resources.

3. Pick the right team. Make sure the
team includes all the skills that will
be needed for success. Just because
someone is available, doesn't always
mean they are the best to work on
your project.

by TY KISEL

4. Plan. Planning is more than just pre-
paring to deliver the final product. It
should involve a continual process of
evaluation and adjustment.

5. Know the end before you begin. Make
sure you know what the outcome of a
successful project is before you start.
What does “done” mean? Financial
experts call this an “exit plan.”

6. Prepare for change. The very nature
of projects create change. Whether it's
a new product or an improvement in
process or technology. Makes sure to
prepare for the change.

About The Author

Ty Kiisel makes the concepts and best
practices of web-based project manage-
ment accessible to both the expert and
novice project professional. Ty is also host
of popular podcast TalkingWork.com.O

WE WANT YOU
ON THE COVER
: OF SQ!

Members, send us your photos of installations,
designs, work out in the field, any great action
shots you can think of. We'll keep them on file
for use as possible covers for SQ. If your photo
is selected for use, you will be notified and
given proper credit.

Send hi-rez photos to Joanne Genadio at
genadio@nfsa.org
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Wood- Power- Power-
Bang-it™ Knocker™ | Stud+® SD1

Steel Wood Smart Hanger
Stud+® SD2 | Snake+™ Vertigo™+ Vertigo™ Vertigo™ DI+ ® Mate+

File No. EX1289 | File No. EX1289

Also UL listed | Also UL listed File No. File No. File No. File No. File No.

and recognized | and recognized | gy 1odg EX1289 EX1289 EX1289 EX1289 (N)

g for use in air for use in air
File No. File No. File No.
V V 3033795, 3033795, 3038104 V “ V V *
3/8”and 1/2” | 3/8” and 1/2 “
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Another edition of the same standard published. There is always some excitement for what situations
have now been addressed and what problems have the committees solved. However, it also means
learning new section references and finding the nuances of revisions made to the documents. 2016
editions of NFPA 13, NFPA 13R, NFPA 13D, and NFPA 20 are now available to the public. This series will
cover the major changes made to the standards during this revision cycle. A basic working knowledge

of sprinkler installation standards is assumed.

March 15, 2016

NFPA 13 Discharge Criteria
Updates for the 2016 Edition
LOUIS GUERRAZZI, EIT INTERMEDIATE

Many changes for the discharge criteria for fire sprinkler
systems were made to the 2016 Edition of NFPA 13 recently
released. This seminar will focus on the major changes in-
cluding the updates to design criteria for the protection of
exposed expanded Group A plastics, guidance on the pro-
tection of columns within or near rack structures, handling
idle wood pallets and more.

April 19, 2016

NFPA 13, NFPA 13R, and NFPA 13D
Residential Updates for the 2016 Edition
ROBERT UPSON, MS FPE INTERMEDIATE

The new 2016 residential standards, NFPA 13R and NFPA
13D, introduce some clarifications of existing require-
ments as well as some notable new ones such as bringing
language regarding architectural features in NFPA 13D
from the Annex to the body of the standard. Other key
changes include language dealing with the replacement of
residential sprinklers listed for design densities less than
0.05 gpm/ft2; reinstalling dry sprinklers; sprinklers outside
of dwelling units; sprinkler-protected glass; and drains
for trapped sections of pipe. This presentation will review
these and other highlights of the residential updates from
2013 to 2016 editions.

VIEW DEMO, SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS and REGISTER at: WWW.NFSA.ORG
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We are looking for energetic,
motivated, dedicated, passionate
team members with a strong
work ethic!

We're Hiring!

May 17, 2016

NFPA 13 Installation Criteria

Updates for the 2016 Edition

ROLAND ASP, CET

The installation chapters of NFPA 13 include chapters 1, 2,
3,4,6,7 8, 25, 26 and 27. Changes for the 2016 edition
to these chapters will significantly affect the layout and
installation of sprinkler systems and is a “must-know" for
layout technicians, installers, AHJs and others in the indus-
try. This seminar will focus on the major changes including
new criteria for “Cloud Ceilings”, new requirements for air
venting of wet systems to prevent corrosion, changes in ob-
struction rules, new requirements for sprinkler protected
glazing, main drain sizing and more.

June 21, 2016

NFPA 20 Updates and Highlights

LOUIS GUERRAZZI, EIT INTERMEDIATE

The 2016 Edition of NFPA 20 is now available with many
updates to the rules for the design and installation of fire
pumps. This seminar will focus on the major changes in-
cluding multistage multiport pump criteria, requirements
for transfer switches, and there will be discussions on au-
tomatic testing, remote monitoring and more. This review
will assist AHJs and installers alike in updating to the cur-
rent material.

SEMINARS WILL TAKE PLACE ON THE INTERNET ON TUESDAYS:
10:30AM Eastern / 9:30AM Central 8:30AM Mountain / 7:30AM Pacific / 2:30PM Greenwich

]

We hope you'll want to join our team in order to
help us fulfill our mission, which is to protect lives
and property through the widespread acceptance
of the fire sprinker concept. Visit us today at
www.nfsa.org
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New Positions in Field Operations

he Field Operations Department
serves NFSA by coordinating
a nationwide network of field
service personnel. This network
provides membership support, educa-
tional programs and seminars on a re-
gional and national basis. Our initiatives
are designed to promote and enhance
the fire sprinkler market and to serve the
goals and objectives of the Association.

2016 will be a year of expansion of NFSA
staff with an eye toward the purpose
of increasing services to our members.
Visiting the NFSA Team Jobs page http://
www.nfsa.org/teamjobs, you will see the
number and variety of positions that have
been created as we build a team that can
serve our membership and save lives and
property as part of the process.

As you peruse the job titles you will
most likely come across some that you do
not recognize within the Field Operations
Department. These include State Coordi-
nator, Local Coordinator and Field Service
Coordinator.

We have created these positions to
maximize the efficiency of delivery of
services into targeted areas. State Coor-
dinators are being sought in Maryland,
Missouri and Arizona. The functions of
State Coordinators will be as follows:

+ provide membership services

+ identify issues that are important to
the members within those states

+ work to find solutions

» be aware of legislative and code adop-
tion processes that impact the state

» promote training

provide support to member activities

such as the NFSA Chapters or regional

meetings located in those states

The Local Coordinators, currently being

sought in Philadelphia and Newark, will

provide the same services but targeted in

those specific cities.

Now you may be asking yourself,
“Don't our extremely talented Regional
Managers already provide that service?”
And the answer would be yes. That will
continue. This new model for Field Opera-
tions staff increases our ability to serve
our members needs in these specific lo-
cations. This model will also help us when
exploring areas of potential growth for
NFSA.

On the other hand, the Field Service
Coordinator position was conceived in an
effort to provide service to our members
on a different scale.

Recognizing that the Training and
Public Fire Protection Departments have
national scopes but limited staffs, the
position of Field Service Coordinator was
developed to have someone with skills
that transcend just one given region.
Skills such as training, ITM experience,
national codes experience or perhaps ret-
rofit. This position is a hybrid of a national
position and a regional one with a skillset
that can meet the needs of Field Opera-
tions service as well as those of Training
and Public Fire Protection in a specific
time of need.

The position description of the Field
Service Coordinator is based on a skill-
set that is desired of this candidate with
an eye toward cross-departmental op-
erations. Primary oversight and report-
ing will come through Field Operations.
However, because this position will also
work closely on national initiatives that
are overseen by Public Fire Protection or
Training, the Coordinator will be expected
to travel beyond the boundaries of the
Great Lakes Region when necessary for
training or work within an initiative of the
Public Fire Protection Department such
as ITM, retrofit or codes work.

Collaborative management is a con-
cept that is not new to NFSA staff. For

example, the Training Department often
reaches out to the Engineering or Public
Fire Protection Departments to fulfill the
development or instructor staffing needs
for seminars. Oversight would continue
within these departments for daily activi-
ties, but the coordinator would answer to
the head of the Training Department
within the project they are working on.
Similarly, the Engineering Department
and the Public Fire Protection Depart-
ment routinely have projects or initiatives
that require Field Operations staff partici-
pation. Staff is managed by Engineering
within those projects.

This collaboration has been ongoing on
an informal basis and has developed as
the individual within Field Operations has
grown in experience. For instance, when |
was initially hired as a Regional Manager
in 1988, it was for servicing the member-
ship needs within New York and New Eng-
land. It was only after gaining experience
within the position that | also took on the
tasks of seminar instruction or national
initiatives. The difference here is that in
the Field Service Coordinator position we
are looking for cross-departmental skills
as part of the search process, not as part
of the individual's professional develop-
ment within NFSA.

2016 will be an exciting year of growth
for NFSA and the services we provide you.
We welcome your input and look forward
to serving you with all of the energy and
focus you expect from TEAM NFSA. @

Vice President

of Field Operations
!
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® With so much riding on what you do, you deserve the fire protection industry’s very
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TECHNICALLY SPEAKING

n December of 2015, the
National Fire Protection Asso-
-;-_- ciation called together a “Life
- Safety Sprinkler Systems Chal-
lenge” workshop, the main reason for
which was to discuss recent experience
with the NFPA 13R sprinkler standard
and to recommend possible changes.
Articles dealing with the outcome of that
workshop appear elsewhere in this issue
of SQ. This article deals with the rationale
behind NFPA13R in the first place and the
decisions leading up to the first published
edition of the standard in 1989.

To begin with, there would be no NFPA
13R without the development of the
NFPA 13D standard for one and two-fam-
ily dwellings and manufactured homes,
originally published in a 1975 edition, but
drastically modified in a 1980 edition with
the development of the residential sprin-
kler. NFPA 13D had broken the barrier of
requiring complete property protection
from an automatic fire sprinkler system,
instead adopting a philosophy of eco-
nomical life safety oriented protection.
Sprinklers could be omitted from building
areas found to have a low incidence as
a source of fatal fires. Since the NFPA
estimates that the sprinkler coverage of
an NFPA 13D system extends to about 85
percent of the home, it was envisioned
that this approach would reduce the
amount of sprinklers, piping and other
materials, as well as associated labor
costs, making the systems more afford-
able to the homeowner. A two-sprinkler
water supply for a minimum duration of

The History and Future
of the NFPA 13R Standard

10 minutes was intended to allow safe
conditions for building evacuation.

Although the NFPA 13D standard was
mandated within a few years for use in
certain progressive jurisdictions such as
Cobb County, Georgia, Greenburgh, New
York and Scottsdale, Arizona, there was
no statewide or other widespread adop-
tion. However, the affordable aspect of
the life safety sprinkler system caught
the attention of a number of fire au-
thorities wanting to apply the concept to
multi-family housing.

In 1987 the State of Florida enacted the
Florida Affordable Fire Sprinkler Law. The
law essentially created a new standard,
taking concepts from both NFPA 13 and
NFPA 13D and melding them together to
allow light hazard occupancies up to three
stories in height to be protected with this
hybrid system. While well-intentioned,
the effort left some gaps and gray areas
in terms of how the systems were to be
designed and installed. A similar “State of
Maine Standard for the Design and Instal-
lation of Life-Safety Sprinkler Systems”
had been first issued as a design guide
by the state fire marshal in 1984, and was
legally approved as a standard by the At-
torney General in 1988.

The NFPA Committee on Automatic
Sprinklers recognized its responsibility
to provide leadership in this area, and
formed a task group to draft a docu-
ment that would fill the need expressed
by these individual state efforts. | had
the opportunity to serve on that task
group, whose work effort led to the issu-

ance of the first (1989) edition of NFPA
13R - Standard for the Installation of
Sprinklers in Residential Occupancies
Up to Four Stories in Height following its
endorsement at the NFPA Fall meeting in
November of 1988.

The task group's main responsibilities
were to propose the intended scope and
purpose of the new standard, and to
recommend an appropriate level of com-
promise between NFPA 13D and NFPA 13
for the multi-family residential occupan-
cies. During the exercise of drafting the
document, the task group addressed a
number of questions:

0: what are the similarities
to NFPA 13D?

A: Like NFPA 13D, it is life safety oriented
for the sake of installation economy, with
sprinklers omitted from building areas in
which a fatal fire is unlikely to originate. It
also requires the use of listed residential
sprinklers, specially developed with the
ability to respond rapidly to a growing
fire and to thereby make use of limited
water discharge rates and with high wall-

>>CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Russ Fleming is currently
the Senior Advisor to the
President of NFSA.

Russell P. Fleming, P.E.
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wetting capabilities important in small
residential compartments with perimeter
furnishings.

0: What are the differences
from NFPA 13D?

A\: NFPA 13R contains more conservatism
appropriate to multi-family occupancies,
including the use of a 4-sprinkler rather
than 2-sprinkler design area, the require-
ment that pumps be listed, the provision
of a fire department connection and
slightly less generous allowances for
omitting sprinklers, although 13R retains
the significant savings associated with
eliminating sprinklers from combus-
tible concealed spaces. Requirements for
plans, hydraulic calculations and system
acceptance certificates parallel those of
NFPA 13.

0: Why the 4-story limit?

A: The task group recognized that the
building codes at the time tended to
require automatic standpipe systems in
buildings exceeding four stories in height
and limited the use of combustible con-
struction in higher buildings. As such, the
biggest benefits of using NFPA 13R, i.e.
allowing omission of sprinklers from com-
bustible concealed spaces and limiting
the water demand, were not as important
in larger buildings.

0): What is intended by a “story”’?

A The task group wisely avoided dealing
with that issue, leaving it instead to the
applicable building code. As a result, in
some areas a habitable basement was
considered part of the 4-story limitation,
while in others it was not.

It is worth noting that, despite the
intended scope limitation to four stories
(with a maximum 60 feet also added in
the 2013 edition), there are at least a
couple of jurisdictions that have applied
NFPA 13R to larger buildings. The City of
Atlanta allowed the use of NFPA 13R for
buildings up to six stories in height shortly
after it was issued. In more recent years,
the City of New York has done likewise,
believing that the original logic that led
to the 4-story limit, i.e. the requirement

for standpipe water supplies and the
presence of combustible construction,
translated better to a 6-story limit under
the building code used in that city.

Preliminary reports on the NFPA's
December 2015 workshop suggest that
there will be no major changes to the
scope of NFPA 13R, and that it is per-
ceived as fulfilling its intended purpose
as a life-safety oriented sprinkler stan-
dard. From the start the document has
contained disclaimers suggesting that a
higher level of property protection can
be achieved by sprinklering all building
areas in accordance with NFPA 13.

In fact, the biggest threat to the contin-
ued use of NFPA 13R may not come from
a scope change, but from the removal of

whw“
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language from the 2016 edition of the
document dealing with how that scope is
applied to a building. In the past, annex
section Al clarified that:

"It is the intent of this standard that
if NFPA 13R is appropriate for use, it be
used throughout the entire building. It is
recognized that an accessory or inciden-
tal occupancy to the operations of the
residential occupancy might exist within
that residential occupancy.”

In this manner, spaces used as lob-
bies, meeting rooms, parking areas,
tenant storage, laundries, etc. could be
protected with the NFPA 13R system.
Non-residential portions of the building
were required to utilize NFPA 13 design
discharge and design area criteria, but
the basic design decisions of areas to be
sprinklered remained under the purview
of NFPA 13R.

The annex section went on to explain
that buildings of mixed use should be
protected in accordance with NFPA 13
unless the residential portion could be
separated sufficiently to be considered
a separate residential building in which
NFPA 13R could be used.

In the 2016 edition of NFPA 13R, all
of the above annex guidance is gone,
removed on the basis that it was mis-
leading and because, as worded in the
committee statement accompanying the
action, "building code regulations dealing
with mixed occupancies, accessory oc-
cupancies, incidental uses, and pedestal
buildings are complicated, and the use of
NFPA 13R is limited by these regulations
regardless of what is provided in the

NFPA 13R annex.” The statement goes
on to say that “non-separated mixed oc-
cupancy buildings are always required to
follow the most stringent fire sprinkler
standard,” which is not really a change
from the earlier guidance, but also warns
that accessory spaces exceeding ten
percent of the floor area on the floor on
which they are located invokes the mixed
occupancy rule, thereby preventing the
use of NFPA 13R for the non-residential
areas of the predominantly residential
building.

While the committee statement opti-
mistically suggested that deleting the an-
nex material will reduce “confusion and
conflicts between architects, engineers
and contractors,” one could argue that
the end result will be just the opposite,
and possibly a wholesale fear of applying
NFPA 13R improperly. A great many low-



“In the past, annex section A.1.1 clarified that:
‘It is the intent of this standard that if

NFPA 13R is appropriate for use, it be used
throughout the entire building. It is recognized
that an accessory or incidental occupancy to
the operations of the residential occupancy
might exist within that residential occupancy.”

“In the 2016 edition of NFPA 13R, all of the

above annex guidance is gone, removed on the
basis that it was misleading and because, as
worded in the committee statement accompanying
the action, “building code regulations dealing
with mixed occupancies, accessory occupancies,
incidental uses, and pedestal buildings are
complicated, and the use of NFPA 13R is

limited by these regulations regardless of

what is provided in the NFPA 13R annex.”
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>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

rise hotel occupancies, as well as many apartment build-
ings, will have accessory spaces on the ground floor that
exceed the ten percent threshold but are not sufficiently
separated to consider them separate buildings. Mandat-
ing the use of NFPA 13 will eliminate the present allow-
ances to extend residential sprinklers and piping listed for
light hazard applications into small ordinary hazard areas.
It will require larger minimum water supplies, including
hose stream allowance, and sprinklers in the above-ceiling
space if wood truss construction is involved. If sprinkler
protection is required in the above-ceiling space, does it
need to extend to the above-ceiling spaces for residential
areas on that floor? To the above-ceiling spaces on higher
floors? What type of separations will be needed to make a
clean break between the NFPA 13 portions and the NFPA
13R portions? The question of where to stop the NFPA 13
system can be envisioned to prevent the start of the NFPA
13R system.

Although the NFPA 13R guidance was considered by
some to contain competing and conflicting guidance,
the intent was clearly available for consideration by the
Authority Having Jurisdiction and is now lost from the
2016 edition. The fire sprinkler industry is the poorer for
that loss, since simplicity in the application of the NFPA
sprinkler standards has always been to its benefit. A quick
remedy may be appropriate.®
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The Fire Sprinkler Guide
—2012 Codes Edition

Produced by NFSA, this second edition of The Fire Sprinkler
Guide defines those sections of the three model building
codes, the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101) and International
Building Code where fire sprinkler systems are required,
including partial requirements and construction incentives.
The guide includes comparison tables to clarify many
of the code requirements. The guide is a valuable tool
for architects and engineers, plan reviewers, fire and
building inspectors, as well as sprinkler contractors, and
serves well as a workbook for students at the NFSA’s
Design Advantage Seminar. This book is a “must have”
for anybody that performs hydraulic calculations of

fire sprinkler systems or performs plan review and
approval of hydraulic calculations.

g0, 80 order your copy at www.nfsa.org at the Resource Center
or fill out and return the order form below.
NAME
COMPANY
STREET ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
COUNTRY PHONE E-MAIL
MEMBERS____ x$4995=$§ NON-MEMBERS___ x$9995=$§
+S&H: (S10book)___

+ Sales Tax: (NY only based on destination) = Total: $

[ Enclosed is a check or money order, or O please charge my: O amvex [OmasTercarRD [visa
CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE
NAME AND ADDRESS OF CARDHOLDER IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE

3-DIGIT SECURITY CODE:

SIGNATURE OF CARDHOLDER

Return to: NFSA Resource Center, 40 Jon Barrett Road, Patterson, NY 12563 or Fax to (845) 878-4215



CODE CORNER

Discussions and Reflections
on the NFPA 13R Summit

@ everal parties and interests
a | gathered for a NFPA sponsored
¢ discussion on NFPA 13R in De-
e cember of 2015. The event was
well put together by NFPA and many key
concerns were aired and discussed by the
invited participants. While an official re-
port from NFPA is forthcoming in Spring
2016, | would like to highlight some of the
discussions and reflect on the two-day
meeting and how NFPA 13R interacts
with the building codes. In this issue of
SQ, Russ Fleming provides an interesting
history on NFPA 13R and Roland Asp will
address the discussions at the meeting
surrounding the NFPA 13R standard.

Assessments
It is important to note a pet peeve of
mine. The fires that occur in buildings
with a NFPA 13R system are often mis-
characterized as “NFPA 13R fires.” This
is a misrepresentation of an NFPA 13R
system and it implies something is amiss
with the fire sprinkler system. It is critical
to keep the scope of life-safety always
in mind when discussing the recent at-
tic fires in NFPA 13R buildings. Perhaps
those who use the “NFPA 13R fires"” term
are economizing their vocabulary, but it
is important in the industry to not fall into
this word trap. NFPA 13R is the only thing
in common that these buildings had and
are attributed with an untold number of
lives saved.

Discussions at the meeting started
with a categorization of the attic fires.

Many of the attic fires can be attributed
as originating in one of four categories
below:

1. Fires that start in the mulch adjacent
to the first floor or on a balcony and
ascend the siding into the unprotected
attic.

2. Fires that start by hot-work or other
construction activities.

3. Fires that start in the attic from utilities
or unknown sources.

4. Fires that are started through lightning
strikes.

In relation to #2 and #4 above, the
group acknowledged that there are so-
lutions available in the codes. Hot-work
permits are required by the fire code,
which require proper training, fire watch,
awareness and follow-up by those using
open flame, welding and torches. Little
can be done with lightning strikes. Light-
ning protection installed per NFPA 780 is
effective to prevent fires but not all build-
ings are required to have lightning pro-
tection. The model codes don't require
specific protection whereas some state
codes, like Florida, only require three
occupancies to have lightning protec-
tion. Regardless, lightning fires are not a
major cause of residential fires in attics
of buildings with NFPA 13R systems.

Fires that start in the mulch or balcony
and ascend up the siding and into the
unprotected attic is a modern day fire
problem. These fires are caused by either
wildland fires, carelessly discarded smok-
ing materials or barbeque grills. Wildland-

urban interface codes provide many solu-
tions to these scenarios by limiting the
amount of combustible materials present
at the exterior wall. Mulch fires are much
more common from smoking materials
than anything else. The decreased use of
cigarettes and the NFPA campaign on the
safe-cigarette is credited for the reduc-
tion of these fires.

One of the concerns for these exterior
wall fires by many participants is the use
of energy codes and vinyl siding. Energy
codes in the US in the past decade have
increased the amount of R-value in exteri-
or walls. To meet the energy codes, many
builders use exterior foam sheathing that
is highly combustible. Vinyl siding can
contribute to the exterior flammability
and while the vinyl siding is not subject to
the energy codes, it is used frequently to
cut development and maintenance costs.

Fires on balconies do occur and they oc-
cur regardless of regulations on fuel-fired
appliances, such as barbeque grills. Lease
contracts and property inspections can
only do so much to stop the public from
using these devices on a balcony. The fire
code does permit grills and similar appli-

>>CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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ances on the balcony where fire sprinklers
are present. This requirement correlates
to the requirement of the 2003 Interna-
tional Building Code (IBC) requirement for
sprinklers on the balcony. Fire sprinklers
have been successful on balcony fires
where the fire sprinklers are present.
Fires that originate in unsprinklered
attics are difficult to determine. Where
the fire is not controlled by the local fire
department the evidence of what caused
the fire is usually gone upon investigation.
One of the greatest measures to retard
fire growth is draftstopping in the attic.
There was a lot of discussion on increas-
ing draftstopping measures in codes by
increasing the durability and decreasing

the attic area or volume of space. Some
of these measures are currently being
discussed in both ICC and NFPA code
arenas.

It is interesting to note that many of
the participants acknowledged the large
scale fires that have occurred in the past
several vyears in unsprinklered attics.
However, the history of the develop-
ment of the NFPA 13R standard, when
discussed, revealed that these fires are
not a surprise to the originators of the
standard, but predicted as a result of re-
moving the property protection require-
ments that are found in NFPA 13. Many
of those in attendance commented that
nothing prohibits using NFPA 13 in multi-
family construction and using NFPA13R is
a business decision.

The size of the attic fires in some of
these fires was beyond comprehension

of some participants of the summit. The
maximum square footage of an R-2 of
Type VA construction is 12,000 and with
maximum open perimeter the building
area increases to 21,000 square feet.
Some of these attic fires are being report-
ed beyond this maximum size. Why and
how is this possible? Some participants
stated that the attic sizes of many con-
tiguous buildings joined at the fire wall
are beyond the original intent. Regardless
of the perception, building codes permit
large contiguous buildings protected by
NFPA 13R systems. Fire walls should be
controlling and limiting fires to one build-
ing. Some attendees also expressed that
some building areas are being increased
as if protected by NFPA 13 systems, but,

for whatever reason, an NFPA 13R system
is installed with no attic protection.

Solutions

The summit had breakout sessions that
explored several areas of concern. One
of the biggest results of the meeting was
public education of NFPA 13R systems.
The need to educate the public, code of-
ficials and architects was agreed upon by
many people. The public needs to know
how fire sprinklers operate in real life
and that the protection of property is not
addressed by NFPA 13R systems installed
in multi-family dwellings. Code officials,
where staffing is at adequate levels and
with appropriate training, understand
the application of the codes and the dif-
ferences between the three fire sprinkler
standards, however; just about every

attendee knows of many circumstances
where the Authority Having Jurisdiction
was unaware how the codes correlated to
the standards in regards to trade-offs and
extent of protection. Architects can also
suffer from the same lack of code training
and have designed buildings according to
the NFPA 13 tradeoffs but with an NFPA
13R system installed.

The public needs to understand where
they live and make educated choices.
Many of the products they furnish their
apartments or condos with, along with
the appliances and entertainment de-
vices, come with extensive owner’s manu-
als and instructions. However, the unit
that contains all of their treasures and
loved ones usually has little instructions

on safety, use or protection. If the public
knew the differences between NFPA 13
and NFPA 13R, maybe there would be a
change in the market to demand a higher
degree of protection. If they knew that
the concealed spaces and the attic had
no sprinklers and that there was a higher
potential of zero property protection (you
could lose all of your stuff), a fundamen-
tal decision could be made. Homeowners
and renters could also be tipped off by
the change in premiums of their renters
insurance policy.

There are well-trained, well-staffed and
well-funded code official departments
throughout the U.S. There are some
departments that could be labeled as in-
between and some that barely function.
Multi-family housing is built within all
three scenarios and areas. No one at the
meeting suggested that any of the three
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are better than the other, but the differ-
ences are obvious. It is not to anyone's
benefit to have a poorly equipped and
under-trained code official. While there
are many aspects to the code official's
job, there needs to be a better method
in place to provide uniform enforcement.
The U.S. has uniform codes. What is lack-
ing is that the knowledge of these codes
by the local units of government. They
are still highly politicized and dependent
on left over tax dollars or permits to
provide code books and training. The
community sleeps in buildings that are
inspected and protected by usually the
most underfunded departments within
the community. The differences and the
requirements of NFPA 13R and NFPA 13
should be known by every code official.
NFPA 13 has been around since 1896 and
NFPA 13R since 1987. There is no reason
why every code official does not have at
least an elementary knowledge of fire
sprinkler systems.

The designer or architect of the project
needs a better awareness of the project.
Some architects are ignorant of building
codes, while others are highly knowledge-
able of the nuances of the codes. One of
the subjects | shared at the meeting was
my experience lecturing at architectural
schools around the U.S. | learned that
architectural students have a significant
lack of codes training while pursuing
their degree. Regardless of their educa-
tion, the codes are laws they need to
know and follow. There are times when
a residential building is constructed with
all of the tradeoffs of NFPA 13 but during
the bidding process the value of an NFPA
13R system is desired and installed. When
this occurs, there are many changes to
the building that have to happen, but
for whatever reason, they are forgotten
or overlooked. There are architectural
firms that are highly specialized in multi-
family construction and create very large
projects or communities on pedestal con-
struction. When these large projects are
constructed and the residential buildings
are connected to many other residential
buildings the fire wall details and access
to the attics are critically important.
These details, or lack thereof, are evident
in some of these large loss fires.

Please don't get the impression that
the workshop and breakout group pro-
cess assessed blame. There are several
areas of improvement to work on and if
the meeting did anything, it gave each of
us a time to recollect how best to improve
our products, missions, and enforcement.

Conclusion

Controlling fire is the primary function of
a fire sprinkler system. Perhaps the more
interesting development at the summit
was how uninterested the participants
were for automatically requiring attic
sprinklers in the attic. This not to say
anything negative about sprinklers in
the attic, but there was a strong desire
to keep the scope of the standard as
originally intended, strictly life safety.
Moreover, many participants stated the
solution(s) for these residential buildings
with NFPA 13R systems should be in the
building codes. In fact, the building codes
have had attic solutions for R-4 or resi-
dential board and care for a few editions.
Attics that have no occupancy or storage
can have fire sprinklers, but they can also
limit fire spread with non-combustible or
fire retardant treated wood (FRTW) attic
construction. Some attics with fuel-fired
appliances can be protected usually with
a single fire sprinkler. Attics that are oc-
cupied or used for storage would require
fire sprinkler systems throughout. The
participants of this summit felt that these
changes for attics were sufficient to limit
or control fire and provide early warning
to the occupants.

It must be understood that NFPA 13R
has limitations and was created to be a
different document with little-to-no prop-
erty protection as compared to NFPA 13.
When NFPA 13R originated, the goal was
life-safety. Reducing non-sprinklered
residential fire deaths was the major con-
cern. For almost 30 years, the multi-fam-
ily market has used NFPA 13R with very
few regrets and a significant reduction
in residential deaths has been achieved.
Perhaps, now it is time for the codes to
address options to meet the needs of the
multi-family market and provide their
customers and the public with a product
that protects their material goods and
reduces impact on the environment.O
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'3 — 6, 2016

This event is packed with opportunities for you and your team to grow.
Our line up of speakers include General Session Speaker Kevin Freiberg
(author of Be a Person of Impact, Do Something Now, Nanovation,
Boom!, Guts! and Nuts!) will inspire us and connect what he has learned
from other corporate success companies to our fire sprinkler industry,
Tim Sendelbach (Firehouse Magazine Editor in Chief), and a very special

Talk Show (Fastest Water).

2016 Business & Leadership Conference Schedule:

Tuesday, May 3

Pre-Conference

Wednesday, May 4

Motivate Your Team

Thursday, May 5

Grow Your Business

Friday, May 6

Lead Your Industry

Opportunities abound:

* Nationally-renowned Business, Association and Technical Speakers

o Interactive Breakout Sessions

3 Pre-Conference Technical Sessions

* Unique Networking Opportunities

The First Common Voices Golf Outing

Register now and secure your spot at by registering

today at: WWW.Nfsa.org

The hotel room block is now open:
Laguna Cliffs Marriott Resort & Spa

25135 Park Lantern
Dana Point, California 92629

www.marriott.com
Toll-Free Reservations: 1-800-533-9748
Direct Phone: 1-949-661-5000

Special Group Rate: $225 USD per night
Book your group rate for NFSA

ONFSA
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By Vickie Pritchett

There's still time

Business & Leadership Conference.

Did you know that this is a first of its kind event with national speak-
ers who will provide you and your team with valuable resources and information?
Reserve your spot today while there is still availability!

Before you register, make sure that you're bringing all the people from your team
who will benefit from this opportunity. It's the perfect time to reward great team
members, bring your leadership team and/or managers (you could create an add-
on day just for your team to do something in sunny California)... the possibilities are
as endless as your imagination.

We also want to emphasize that there will be special tracks just for chapters with
information that is key to your chapter’s success. Future Leadership members will
also have opportunities to learn and network, as will all members. There is truly
something for everyone and you won't want to miss out!

“We are reaching out directly to our chapters and their leaders, as this will be a
great opportunity for sharing and learning with leaders within our industry,” adds
NFSA President Shane Ray. “We encourage our members to bring various levels of
leadership within their organization, as we have sessions and events for everyone!”

We hope you've registered for our upcoming 2016 Annual Seminar and

To register for the conference go to:
www.nfsa.org/page/2016BusLeaderConf

For hotel reservations at the Laguna Cliffs Marriott, visit:
www.bit.ly/234Cvq6

We are also excited about the 1st Annual Common Voices Golf Classic, which
will be held on Thursday, May 5, 2016. We hope you'll join us for this event, with
proceeds from the tournament going to Common Voices. We are proud to support
our advocates as they work tirelessly across the nation to put a personal voice to
the tragedies of fire. Working together, we are gaining momentum and we hope
you'll join us and show your support!

There are also sponsorship opportunities available for the 2016 Annual Seminar
and Business & Leadership Conference. Please go to the event page on the NFSA
website for more information.

We look forward to seeing you in Dana Point, California! If you have any ques-

tions, please reach out. We're here to help!
Vickie Pritchett

pritchett@nfsa.org
615.533.0305
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We never forget,

the supplies
you need today
could save a life
tomorrow.

Comimitted to Complete

ur team shares ONE GOAL of

delivering Superior Customer
Service. We've got the industry’s most
diverse selection of Fire Protection
Products in stock and strategically
located supply and fabrication branches
ready to service your next project.

HDSUPPLY

FIRE PROTECTION

BUILD YOUR CITY AND KEEP IT RUNNING™ | WWW.HDSFIREPROTECTION.COM | 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE | ONLINE SERVICES

Lets stay in touch! ONFsA

E-mail us Visit us

info@nfsa.org www.nfsa.org

Join us

search: National Fire Sprinkler Association in “Groups”

Facebook us Follow us

search: Nat Firesprinkler http://twitter.com/NFSAorg
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Suppliers’ Showcase

HD Supply Fire Protection

D Supply Fire Protection (www.hdsfireprotection.
com) is a nationwide leader in serving the fire
protection industry with more than 32 strategically
located supply and fabrication facilities that
maintain vast inventories to service customers. HD Supply
Fire Protection, which serves the United States, the Caribbean
and the international market, is an operating division of HD
Supply (www.hdsupply.com), a leading industrial distribution
company, providing a broad range of products and services
to professional customers in the maintenance, repair and

.
FIRE PROTECTION

operations, infrastructure and power, and specialty construction
sectors. We are a full-line distributor of fire protection products
and related fabrication services.

An NFSA member since 2003, HD Supply values its NFSA
membership. We are able to share best practices and what
we've learned from our customers with our fellow NFSA
members and we also gain the knowledge and experience of
fellow fire protection professionals, which contributes greatly
to servicing our customers with what they need.

AT HD Supply, our one goal is superior customer service.®

ABCUTUS  FRODUCTS & SERVICES  ONLINESERVICES SUPPLIENS  LOCATIONS CONTACTUS  ESBAROL

o
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State of the Art Fabrication

The Suppliers’ Showcase feature is available to any
\  NFSA Supplier and/or Manufacturer member in

§ good standing. If you are interested in having your
company featured here, please contact Joanne
Genadio at genadio@nfsa.org or 845.878.4200
x118. Features will be published on a first come,
first serve basis.

www.nfsa.org
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I NEW MEMBERS

CONTRACTOR

Chuck Compton
COMPTON FIRE PROTECTION
Egg Harbor Township, New Jersey

John Rorabaugh

ALLAN AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER
CORPORATION

Hayward, California

Lee Lane
ABC FIRE SYSTEMS
New Braunfels, Texas

Justin Petcosky

PETCOSKY & SONS PLUMBING,
HVAC & FIRE PROTECTION
Vestal, New York

Jeff Patrico
NORTH EAST FIRE & SAFETY EQUIP. CO.
Northvale, New Jersey

Travis Everton
PERFORMANCE SYSTEMS INTEGRATION
Portland, Oregon

Jason Rountree
RANDALL MECHANICAL, INC.
Apopka, Florida

STORAGE

Storage Systems

Fire Protection

4]

AQURAYTORE

at ISO Certified facilities

With over 120 years of history, CST is the firmly established (Corvmmian
leader in bolted and factory-welded steel tanks. ———

¢ Constructed in 1/3 the time of field-welded — saving time and money

¢ Dedicated Project Managers and Engineers — save time and reduce risks
with dedicated professionals and integrated solutions

* Meet or exceed NFPA 22, FM, USACOE and other industry standards

All CST tanks are factory coated in environmentally controlled conditions

¢ The Green alternative to field welded tanks — No VOC's

Over 250,000 Tanks Installed Over 125 Countries

HYDROTEC
——

“ Teclank

CST Storage | 903 East 104th Street, Suite 900 | Kansas City, MO 64131
Visit www.cstindustries.com to find your local representative,

or call +1 913-621-3700.

SAM

Todd Last
KEY2ACT
New Berlin, Wisconsin

PROFESSIONAL

James Golinveaux
Winter Garden, Florida

Afton Ragoonan
RAGOONAN FIRE PROTECTION, INC.
Miami Gardens, Florida

Eric Thomas
PYRALIS SPRINKLER DESIGN
Bozeman, Montana

Lloyd Herndon
ESDC INC.
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Jonathan Schlitz
INTERFACE ENGINEERING
Portland, Oregon

Brian Houser
ADVANCED FIRE PROTECTION DESIGN
Parker, Colorado

SUBSCRIBER

Barry Waterman
Villa Park, Illinois

David Wheeler
OAK LAWN FIRE DEPARTMENT
Oak Lawn, lllinois

James Leikel
OAK LAWN FIRE DEPARTMENT
Oak Lawn, lllinois

Marcel Juhas
REEDY CREEK EMERGENCY SERVICES
Lake Buena Vista, Florida

Paul Eichler
DELAWARE FIRE SPRINKLER COALITION
Dover, Delaware

Jeff Ladoie
BOLINGBROOK FIRE DEPARTMENT
Bolingbrook, lllinois

Kenneth Keefer
UNIVERSITY AT ALBANY
Albany, New York

Patrick Collier
ORLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
Orland Park, Illinois

Brian McCarthy
DEERFIELD BANNOCKBURN FPD
Deerfield, lllinois

Chris Wilder
ADAMS COUNTY FIRE RESCUE
Denver, Colorado



A Letter from Sher Grogg

INTRO FROM VICKIE PRITCHETT, DIRECTOR
OF OUTREACH & GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
& FACILITATOR OF COMMON VOICES...

from Sher Grogg. The call came to me

in late July and there was a strong
connection from the start. | listened in
awe as she shared the tragedy that had
happened to her family and her words, “I
am ready to do something, to share our
story so that others will not repeat it and
everyone says you can help.” Humbled
beyond words, | was determined to help.

That was the beginning of Sher’s story
with Common Voices and we are happy to
share that we are well on our way to wel-
coming Sher into our group of advocates.
Her PSA will join the library of other
advocates and will be available soon. We
are honored to add her to our family and
we know you'll join us in welcoming her to
our team. There is much to learn and I am
honored to share Sher’s words with you
here in SQ.

On January 19th, 2015, an electrical
fire that spread to a 15-foot Christmas
tree prompted a blaze that reduced a
16,000-square-foot, unsprinklered, riv-
erfront mansion in Maryland to ruins,
killing a couple and four of their young
grandchildren. Sher Grogg's brother and
sister-in-law, along with her four nieces
and nephews were the victims of that
fatal fire.

One year later, Sher has turned this
tragedy into advocacy. She spent the day
in Annapolis, helping Maryland Legisla-
tors understand the importance of fire
sprinklers in homes. She explains with

I ‘Il never forget my first phone call

By Vickie Pritchett

great candor that her brother and his
family would still be alive had fire sprin-
klers been installed when the home was
constructed in 2007.

This is a great example of what can
happen when we partner together. NFSA
is proud to be involved in building part-
nerships that have impact at the state
and local level. Partnering with Common
Voices, the National Fallen Firefighters
Foundation and the Maryland Coalition for
Residential Fire Sprinklers, we are work-
ing to ensure that Maryland maintains
its statewide code adoption that requires
fire sprinklers in all new construction. (as
is required in the national minimum IRC
building code.)

Here is Sher's story:
Having a horrific tragedy befall your fam-
ily changes your life in a profound way.

| lost my brother, my sister-in-law and
their four precious grandchildren, in a
fire that was too hot and too fast to es-
cape, in the pre-dawn hours of a January
morning.

Since the accident | have been waking
at 3:00 a.m. in dread that it is too late and
| cannot save my brother, my family.

It is too late. Every night | come to grips
with that over and over again — every
night, still.

At first | searched the internet, in the
wee hours of the morning, to learn more
about fire, flashover and fire safety advo-
cacy groups; anything to feel | was doing
something constructive.

Since then | have met with many fire
experts and gained the guidance and

power to share information that may
save a life, keep another family from this
suffering, or affect a change in residen-
tial fire sprinkler codes.

It is the only thing that gives me a
sense of purpose in my life right now.

Fire is fast. It's much faster than | ever
imagined. Flashover - the point at which
everything combustible in the room
ignites and the room bursts into flames,
can happen in less than three minutes.
No one survives flashover. Understand-
ing flashover has helped me realize that
fire sprinklers buy time and time buys life.

The one thing that might have made
a difference for my family could have
been a home fire sprinkler system, which
would have slowed the progress of the
fire and possibly bought them time to get
the children and follow their escape plan.
It wasn't in the residential building code
when they built their home. If it were, it
might have changed the outcome from
this deadly nightmare .

| didn't have the knowledge to save
my priceless family, but | have it now, to
save yours. Join with us and spread the
message and support home fire sprinkler
systems.Q

— Sher

>>CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

Director of Outreach
& Government Relations

Vickie Pritchett

o
e
e}
o]

)
<

N
~



SQ ¢ march - april 2016

N
(03]

>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27

Comparison

"> NFSA President Shane
Ray presents at the NFFF
Leading and Living Life
Safety meeting held
recently in Maryland.

( NFSA Director of Outreach & Government
Relations Vickie Pritchett moderates

a panel that showcased advocates
making a difference at the Summit.

) Sher Grogg being
interviewed at the state
house in Annapolis,
following testimony
provided.... on the one
year anniversary of her
family's tragic fire.



ZURN.

WILKINS

350ASTDARBF
Replacement Double Check Detector
Assembly with Stainless Steel Body

One Choice. One Zurn.

Innovative fire protection solutions
to ensure code compliance.

Zurn Wilkins products provide the building owner with complete fire
protection solutions. Our technologically advanced pressure reducing
fire sprinkler control valves, backflow preventers, and automatic
control valves ensure consistent test results and deliver industry
leading lowest life-cycle costs. Choose Zurn to ensure compliance

to fire sprinkler code requirements and first-pass annual testing.

ZW205FPASP
Fire Pump Pressure Relief Valve

The NEW ZW205FPASP relieves
excess pressure in a fire protection
system. Proven reliability and lowest
total cost of ownership in a compact
90" body with stainless steel pilotry
for enhanced corrosion resistance.
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NITROGEN

All nitrogen is not created equal.

* FM Approved per Approval Standard 1035
* All equipment installed in the riser room

* Patented nitrogen inerting system that

provides complete oxygen removal
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stand-alone configurations
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Inspection, Testing, & Maintenance
of Residential Systems

prinkler, standpipe, fire pump and

other water-based fire protection

systems installed in residential

occupancies can present the
owner and service provider with some
ITM challenges. Some of these are be-
cause of the occupancy itself, while oth-
ers are due to type of system installed, or
even the type of components used. NFPA
25 contains rules that are meant to apply
to all of these systems, with the exception
of 13D systems installed in one- and two-
family dwellings. But even some of those
fall under the purview of the most recent
edition of the standard.

Many residential occupancies, such as
apartment and condominium buildings,
have unique characteristics that make
performing ITM anything but routine.
One issue is gaining access to or within
individual living units. The question of
access can be a tricky one to deal with,
and NFPA 25 doesn't offer much in the
way of options. The rules are clear that
sprinklers and many other components
must be inspected and tested at regular
intervals. Working with owners or tenants
associations to schedule the tasks is often
the best route to take. But what happens
if access simply isn't available?

The key is to remember the roles
assigned to the various stakeholders
which we have discussed at length in this
column. It's the owner’s role to comply
with the standard. If some components
of the system that require inspection or
testing are unavailable for any reason, the
contractor providing the inspection must
document that very clearly on the report.

If only common areas were inspected,
then the report should state that. If all
but a few apartments were inspected, the
report should identify which units you
couldn't access.

NFPA 25's rules are meant to apply
to systems installed in accordance with
NFPA 13R, the Standard for the Instal-
lation of Sprinkler Systems in Low-Rise
Residential Occupancies. Because of
some of the materials commonly used
in these types of systems though, some
of the inspections or tests may not be
applicable. For instance, Chapter 14 of
NFPA 25 requires that an assessment of
the internal condition of pipe (formerly
known as an internal inspection) be per-
formed every 5 years. But non-metallic
pipe, which is commonly used in these
systems, is excluded from that internal
assessment requirement.

For systems installed in accordance
with NFPA 13D, the Standard for Instal-
lation of Sprinkler Systems in One- and
Two-Family Dwellings and Manufactured
Homes, NFPA 25 contains an exception
excluding them from inspection, testing
and maintenance. Recently, some limited
rules for 13D systems installed in certain
circumstances have been added to the
standard.

NFPA 101-The Life Safety Code® has, for
many editions, permitted certain occu-
pancies, namely “small” residential board
and care facilities, to be protected using
13D systems. NFPA 101 also requires that
certain basic ITM functions be performed
on these systems although 13D did not.
NFPA 101 established these rules by refer-

ring to particular sections of NFPA 25. For
example, NFPA 101 requires that control
valves be inspected monthly in accor-
dance with NFPA 25 section 13.3.2.

NFPA 25 strives to be a comprehensive
document, containing all of the ITM re-
quirements for all water-based fire protec-
tion systems. Because of that and the fact
that these rules existed somewhere other
than NFPA 25, the technical committee
“extracted” them from NFPA 101 into its
2014 edition. An extraction is essentially
copying a section from one NFPA standard
into another. That's what created the new
chapter 16 in NFPA 25 titled “Special Re-
quirements from Other NFPA Documents.”
See chapter 16 for the complete list of ITM
tasks and frequencies.

Whether it's timing ITM activities to
reduce impact on families, or assisting
facility managers with being especially
vigilant with impairment handling, many
unigue situations can arise from ITM in
residential occupancies. But one thing
is certainly true, when these systems
are properly installed and maintained,
they have an excellent track record of
protecting life and property. Nowhere is
that more important that in places where
people live@®

Director of Public
Fire Protection

Jason Webb

www.nfsa.org
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Residential Fire Sprinklers in California
- A Five Year Update

go?” | am writing to give everyone a

5-year update on the California Resi-
dential Fire Sprinkler Regulation. Resi-
dential fire sprinklers have been in requ-
lation throughout the Golden State since
January 1, 2011. For those of you who are
unaware, throughout the state, all newly
constructed one and two family homes
and townhomes are built with NFPA 13D
residential fire sprinkler systems. The
state still continues to build and sell new
housing.

In fact, California continues to build
and sell homes in large numbers. The
California Building Industry Association
(CBIA) reports in the graph accompany-
ing this article, that since January 1, 201
through to the projected numbers for
2014, 130,416 single family homes and
151,261 multi-family homes have been
built. While the numbers are not up to the
pre-recession years of 2005 and 2006,
it is clear that states will still build and
sell new homes in large numbers with a
statewide residential fire sprinkler re-
qguirement.

Being the first at anything is always
groundbreaking, especially when a
state adopts a statewide residential fire
sprinkler regulation. In fact there can be
challenges along the way. During the pre-
adoption process before the state requla-
tion was adopted, the Office of the State
Fire Marshal (OSFM) developed positive
relationships with stakeholders that are
usually not proponents of residential fire
sprinklers. These relationships, which
have become stronger during the last five

I n the spirit of “Where did the time

By Bruce Lecair

years, have led to a successful regulation
in California. We have kept the prom-
ises made to the CBIA, as well as are our
friends in the water industry, building and
fire officials and other state requlators
to work together to resolve challenges
that came along with the new regulation.
Most of these issues could not have been
anticipated during the pre-adoption pro-
cess. We have learned much through uti-
lizing our relationships. We have worked
together and shared our experiences
over that last five years with the other
states in order to ease the process. The
following are some of the challenges that
have been addressed since the regulation
was adopted on January 1, 2011.

One of the first challenges that carried
over from the pre-adoption process was
the issue of backflow. This was one of the
first issues tasked to the Residential Fire
Sprinkler Installation Task Force. In spite
of the recommendations incorporated
into the State Fire Marshal's final report
and the 27 classes conducted throughout
the state during the summer of 2010,
backflow remained a challenge requiring
additional attention.

In response to the need for additional
information and discussion, three forums
were conducted in 2011 in Ontario, Ros-
eville and Carlsbad. Attendance was open
to water purveyors, fire service mem-
bers, building officials and public health
officials. These forums were all widely
attended and included morning presen-
tations from members of the three work
groups on NFPA 13D system design, is-
sues relating to the water purveyors, the

state's reqgulation requirements, and an
overview of the backflow requirements
contained in the California Residential,
Plumbing, and Health and Safety Codes.
The afternoon featured a question and
answers session and open forum with a
panel of experts. The forums were gen-
erally successful and many of the water
purveyors changed their views on the
need for additional meters, backflow de-
vices and standby fees as a result of the
additional education.

Ultimately the backflow issues was
resolved with the California State Fire
Marshal Interpretation Bulletin, "Cali-
fornia State Fire Marshal Interpretation
Bulletin, Backflow December 20, 2013
Interpretation 13-001." The question
submitted by the author of this article
on behalf of the NFSA contractor mem-
bers in California was as follows; “Is it
the intent of Section R313.3.5.3 of the
2013 California Residential Code (CRC) to
require backflow protection to separate
a stand-alone residential fire sprinkler
system from a potable water source sup-
plying the system?” The conclusion of
the interpretation was “Based upon code
sections above, backflow prevention is

>> CONTINUED ON PAGE 34

Associate-Director
of Regional
Operations - West

Bruce Lecair

o
e
e}
o]

)
<

]
w



SQ ¢ march - april 2016

()
x

>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33

not required in fire sprinkler systems that
are constructed of materials that are ap-
proved for potable water”” This bulletin
was distributed throughout the state and
is still believed by many fire prevention
and building officials to be a must have
document in their files when backflow
becomes an issue locally.

Antifreeze was the next issue chal-
lenging the state's regulation. While
California is generally known for its sun-
shine and great weather, there are many
jurisdictions that face severe cold and
low temperatures affecting homeowners
with residential fire sprinkler systems
requiring the use of antifreeze. As such,
fire and building officials in communities
such as Lake Tahoe, Lake Arrowhead and
others needed clarification and guidance.
Once again, the State Fire Marshal gath-
ered stakeholders to identify the issues
and provide guidance on how to make
residential fire sprinklers effective in
those areas of the state requiring the use
of additional protection from freeze. The
result was the release on December 30,
2013 of California State Fire Marshal In-

formation Bulletin - IB13-009, “Antifreeze

Use in NFPA 13D (2013 Edition) Residen-

tial Fire Sprinkler Systems as Referenced

In the 2013 California Building Standards

Code.”

The Information Bulletin references the
NFPA Standards Council meeting held on
August 2013 and informs the reader of
the final decision that was made to issue
the tentative interim agreement (TIA) 131,
TIA Log #1067, on NFPA 13D 2013 edition.
The TIA addresses the use of antifreeze
solutions within all NFPA 13D applications
(One- and Two-Family Dwellings).

The bulletin also includes the OSFM
adoption and intent providing clarifica-
tion on NFPA 13D Section 9.2.2.1 that re-
quires the use of listed antifreeze, NFPA
13D Section 9.2.2.11 that allows non-listed
antifreeze solutions in premix only with
limitations on the concentration for exist-
ing systems, NFPA 13D Section 9.2.2.2
that provides an exemption for the en-
forcing agency to approve a non-listed
solution in the case of antifreeze con-
centrations for premixed glycerin at or
below 48% or premixed Propylene Glycol
at or below 38% where documentation

justifies the use of those concentrations
for specific portions of the home. It also
clarifies NFPA13D Section 9.2.2.2.1requir-
ing that documentation be presented to
the enforcing agency to substantiate the
use of the antifreeze solution. The bul-
letin concludes that the OSFM's adoption
of NFPA 13D specifically Section 9.2.2.1
and 9.2.2.2 does not prohibit non-listed
antifreeze, but rather affords the use of
premixed solutions that maintain limited
concentration levels.

The next challenge facing the State's
Residential Fire Sprinkler Regulation
came from an unexpected California
stakeholder, our friends in the State
Energy Commission who are tasked with
managing the state's energy conserva-
tion needs and the California Energy
Code.

In an effort to see if residential fire
sprinklers had an effect on the release
of energy in a home, State's energy of-
ficials conducted a minor test using a
very small survey sample that resulted in
a minimal release of energy in residential
fire sprinklers in a home. Not to minimize
the findings, but the release equated to
the sound of muffled noise similar to a
person overhearing a conversation from
an attic. Based upon the study and in
response to the CBIA and the California’s
energy officials, the State Fire Marshal
brought together stakeholders from the
fire sprinkler industry (NFSA), fire and
building officials, National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA), the California En-
ergy Commission, and the California Fire
Sprinkler Coalition to discuss the issues
and make recommendations. The recom-
mendations would then be formed into
an information bulletin for use through-
out the state.

After several meetings and presenta-
tions from the Energy Commission and
the Fire Sprinkler Industry, California
State Fire Marshal Information Bulletin
13-007, “Residential Fire Sprinklers and
Energy Regulations,” was issued on
November 18, 2013. As stated in the
bulletin, the document was written to
provide quidance to contractors, fire
sprinkler installers, code officials, and
energy providers on how to work to-
gether to provide the proper installation
of fire sprinkler life-safety systems. The

bulletin urges stakeholders, such as fire
sprinkler installers and the building and
energy industry, to work collaboratively
to advance sprinkler design, while provid-
ing a more limited air flow needed by the
home builders and energy stakeholders
to address California’s energy regulation
requirements. The bulletin contains nine
best management practices agreed upon
after the presentations and discussions
that include management of air filtration,
the use of concealed sprinklers, collabo-
ration of system design, installation in
accordance with manufacturer’s instruc-
tions and other useful tips.

The next challenge facing the state’s
residential fire sprinkler requlation was
the issue of spray poly-urethane foam
(SPF) on CPVC pipe during the con-
struction of a new home. The issue was
brought forward to the OSFM Automatic
Extinguishing Systems (AES) Advisory
Committee by a local authority in South-
ern California. The fire prevention official
was addressing failures in CPVC pipe
when exposed to SPF after the foam was
installed improperly when compared to
the manufacturer’s installation quide-
lines. The AHJ reported that when the
SPF was improperly installed, the internal
foam temperature caused by the exo-
thermic polyurethane reaction increased
and resulted in failure of the CPVC pipe
when directly exposed to the SPF.

A committee comprised of members of
the AES Advisory Committee, the State
Fire Marshal's Office and state fire pre-
vention officers, and the poly-urethane
foam industry was brought together.
After many meetings and a tour of the
SPF plant by members of the State Fire
Marshal's Office, the Information Bulletin
14-004, May 27, 2014, “Non-Metallic Pip-
ing Systems, Fire Sprinklers and Spray
Polyurethane Foam Applications” was
completed. The information bulletin con-
tains four guidelines to provide proper
installation. It encourages AHJ's, spray
foam installers and the fire sprinkler
industry to work together. Also included
are websites and information for those in
need of additional assistance.

The challenges of local authorities
adopting more stringent local amend-
ments in addition to the minimum re-
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quirements contained in the California
Residential Code are becoming less
frequent over time. To address the issue
of "add-ons" that were discouraged as a
best practice in the State Fire Marshal's
final report , two papers have been writ-
ten and efforts have been made by the
California Fire Sprinkler Coalition to limit
this practice.

A paper published in the September/
October 2011 edition of SQ Magazine
titled, “Laying Down a Code Related Bunt
in California” addresses the issue of add-
ons and encourages readers to “lay down
a bunt and take one for the team™ while
trusting the NFPA 13D committee mem-
bers and their expertise and experience
in residential fire sprinkler design and
engineering when creating the national
standard.

A white paper, titled, "Limit Local
Amendments to Residential Sprinkler Re-

quirements-June 3, 2014," was written by

members of the California Fire Sprinkler
Coalition. The paper is available to assist
in understanding the impacts of system

2007

(Projected)
Y ear Single-Family Multi-Family — Total
2003 155,342 53.650 208,972
2006 108,021 562359 164,280
2007 6E.A09 44,625 113,034
2008 33,050 31912 64,962
2009 25454 10,967 36421
2010 25387 19,506 44 893
2011 25,705 21,625 47,0135
2012 27558 32,080 59,638
2013 36,878 48432 83310
2014 (Proj)* 38.275 49,123 87,398

2008 2009 2010 2011

B CHF|CIRB Annual Permit Totals

"add-ons.” The authors examine residen-
tial fire sprinkler design and installation
standards as they pertain to amend-
ments by local jurisdictions. The paper
discusses specific add-ons individually
and how amendments may jeopardize the
statewide requirement and increase the
costs unnecessarily to the homebuyers.
It further acknowledges that fewer local
amendments the better. Amendments
that are absolutely necessary should be
based upon specific local conditions rela-
tive to climatic, topographical, geological,
or resource constraints (access and water
supply always being a consideration).
The last of the challenges and the
most recent of the information bulletins
still in development was really the result
of observation and diligence on behalf
of a local fire prevention official. While
conducting an inspection, a fire official
observed a device in the meter box that
looked unusual. The device is called a
meter setter and is used to connect the
meter to the water source from the street
to the meter and from the meter to the
home. The primary issue was that the

2012 2013 2014

Projected*

friction loss was not accounted during
the design of the NFPA 13D residential
fire sprinkler system. This was a concern
because the jurisdiction was located in
the Central Valley of Northern California
where water pressures tend to be at mini-
mal pressures. Basically, no one seemed
to know anything about the device, its use
and what the friction losses were when
the system was designed.

As done previously, a committee was
formed by the OSFM comprising of mem-
bers of the AES Advisory Committee with
input from the manufacturer of the meter
setter and from water purveyors who uti-
lize the devices. The committee studied
the issue and the challenges resulting
from the use of meter setters and has
written a lengthy information bulletin.
The bulletin outlines what meter setters
are and how meter setters are used. The
bulletin provides guidance and informa-
tion to contractors, fire sprinkler design-
ers, AHJ's, and water purveyors on pres-
sure losses related to the meter setters.
The bulletin also details water distribution
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system design and installation practices
that should be known during design and
approval of the water source supplying
the needs of the residential fire sprinkler
system. Included are two example cases
and diagrams of how meter setters are
configured.

So far you have read about what we
have done previously during the first five
years. | now want to share with you what
we are currently working on in California.
Our next project is to get the word out to
realtors, homebuilders, new homebuyers,
and to those purchasing homes built with
residential fire sprinklers. The focus of
these efforts will be what residential fire
sprinklers are and the value of having fire
sprinkler systems in their homes.

The California Fire Sprinkler Coalition
is creating a “California Living with Resi-
dential Fire Sprinkler Campaign.” Utilizing
resources from the Home Fire Sprinkler
Coalition website and additional materi-
als provided by the fire sprinkler industry,
the Coalition is creating fliers and hand-
outs designed for realtors, homebuilders

OINESA

FUTURE NESA ANAURL SEMINAR SCHEDULE

May 3-6, 2016

MAY 3-6, 2017

and new homebuyers on the benefits
of owning a home constructed with a
residential fire sprinkler system, how the
system works and how to maintain it. The
intent of the Campaign is simple. We want
to educate Californians on residential fire
sprinkler systems and how the system in
their homes will keep their families safe
from the effects of fire. Campaign materi-
als will be available to the local authorities
and may be modified for their individual
communities.

After all that you have just read, |
expect that you are wondering if having
a statewide residential fire sprinkler re-
quirement has been worth all the trouble.
Indeed, it has been absolutely worth it.
No doubt about it. Recently, my son and
daughter in law purchased their first new
home. My heart was busting out of my
chest when my son responded to a fam-
ily member when asked, “What is that
in your ceiling?" My son replied proudly,
“That is a fire sprinkler and the reason
you will never have to worry about your
grandkids dying in a fire in our house. My
dad helped make that happen.” | would

have followed with, “And anyone who
builds a home in California after Janu-
ary 1, 2011 will not have to worry either.”
Therefore, | conclude that it is worth all
the effort and we are still building and
selling homes in California.@®
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NFPA's Life-safety Sprinkler
Systems Challenge Workshop

he National Fire Protection Asso-
Tciation recently sponsored a work-

shop to discuss the experience
and effectiveness of life-safety sprinklers
systems. NFPA 13D and NFPA 13R are
installation standards that concentrate
primarily on improving occupant safety
as opposed to providing property pro-
tection. This workshop, which was held
on December 14 and 15 of 2015, was
intended to determine if these life-safety
systems are meeting their intended goals
and if steps are needed to improve these
systems by changing the installation
standards or the building codes that
mandate them. In order to assess the
effectiveness of these systems, NFPA
brought together a wide spectrum of
stakeholders including; sprinkler system
contractors, manufacturers, fire service
personnel, enforcers, building owners,
insurance companies, consultants, labo-
ratories and others. This wide range of
interests ensured that a comprehensive
view of the issues was explored.

Jeff Hugo and | represented the Na-
tional Fire Sprinkler Association. We each
wrote an article based upon our own per-
spectives of this workshop. This article
will concentrate on the standards (NFPA
13D and NFPA 13R,) while Jeff Hugo's
article will discuss the implications to the
building code. Additionally, this issue of
SQ includes an article by Russell P. Flem-
ing, PE. highlighting the *“History and
Future of the NFPA 13R Standard.”

This article is not intended to be the
official report on this important meeting

By Roland Asp, CET

but rather will highlight my perceptions
as a participant. NFPA will likely publish
their official report in late spring or early
summer of 2016.

As these life-safety systems have been
installed for nearly 40 years (NFPA 13D
was first published in 1975 and NFPA
13R's first edition was in 1989) the ques-
tion becomes; why are these systems be-
ing discussed now? One obvious reason
is that after 40 years of NFPA 13D and
26 years of NFPA 13R, we now have the
benefit of history to determine the effec-
tiveness of these systems. Additionally,
there have been recent cases of proper-
ties protected with a NFPA 13R sprinkler
system that, while no lives were lost, did
result in significant property damage.
The Edgewater fire in New Jersey is one
notable example. It is difficult to convince
the public and some stakeholders that a
burnt out shell of an apartment building
is an acceptable outcome and is consid-
ered a sprinkler system success. The
fact is that when lives are not lost it is a
success; however property damage is an
inevitable (although rare) result of the
cost-saving allowance of these life-safety
sprinkler systems.

Based upon fires such as Edgewater,
the focus of this workshop was NFPA 13R
and specifically the allowed omission of
sprinklers in the attic spaces of combus-
tible mid-rise residential occupancies.

Below is a summary of some of the top-
ics discussed and the questions that were
explored:

Is there a problem?
One topic of discussion was whether
there was a problem to solve in the first
place. The conclusion was that the data is
just not there to conclude that there is an
issue with buildings protected with NFPA
13R sprinkler systems. It is true that there
are fires in attics that result in extensive
fire damage and roof burn-off, but how
common is this? The data available is
not enough to conclude that there is a
problem to solve. All agreed that method
and quality of data collection must be
improved. The problem, if there is one,
must be understood before solutions can
be introduced.

NFPA 13R: Is it needed?

There has been talk that perhaps NFPA
13R is not needed in today's climate. With-
out the allowance for NFPA 13R systems,
there would be two options for mid-rise
residential occupancies: the first would
be to install a NFPA 13 sprinkler system.
This option would certainly maintain, if
not increase, the life-safety benefits and
would also increase the property protec-

>> CONTINUED ON PAGE 40
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tion from fire for these buildings. The
downside is the added cost.

This added cost may result in the sec-
ond option which would be no sprinkler
systems in these buildings at all. The
costs for a NFPA 13 system in mid-rise
residential occupancies may lead to code
changes to allow these buildings to be
built without fire sprinkler systems. As
America's fire problem is often regarded
as a "residential fire problem,” this would
by all measures be a step backwards.

It is important and heartening to note
that as a whole, the participants of this
workshop supported NFPA 13R as an
important and effective standard as it is
written today. There certainly was no call
to eliminate NFPA 13R as an option for
residential occupancies.

It was further discussed that if at-
tics were required to be equipped with
sprinklers in NFPA 13R, the cost benefit of
these systems would be erased and NFPA
13R would effectively be “killed.” Most
at the workshop agreed that this was
not desirable. Without NFPA 13R, many
of the mid-rise residential occupancies
would not be sprinklered and lives would
be lost. NFPA 13R has been effective at
saving lives of both occupants and of the
firefighters responding to fire incidents. It
was also noted that if additional property
protection is desired there is always the
option to install a full NFPA 13 sprinkler
system. It was agreed that NFPA 13R was
the avenue that provided sprinkler cover-
age in mid-rise residential occupancies in
the first place. Before the cost effective
NFPA 13R system became an option,
these types of buildings were simply not
sprinklered. If NFPA 13R went away, it is
feared that future mid-rise residential
buildings may not be sprinklered. A NFPA
13 system is just not cost effective for
these types of buildings. It was noted that
NFPA 13R was written to fill a need and
has been proved effective at meeting
that need.

Attic Spaces:

It was discussed that attics themselves
do not prevent a significant fire hazard.
It is just not common that a fire will

originate in the attic itself. The problem
arises when a fire from another location,
most notably the exterior, breaks into
an unsprinklered attic space. A common
area for these exterior fires to start is on
balconies. The risk from exterior balcony
fires has been, to a large extent, dealt
with by requiring sprinkler protection on
balconies in both the building code and
NFPA 13R itself. Beginning in the 2013
edition of NFPA 13R sprinklers are re-
quired to be installed in balconies when
the building is of wood frame construc-
tion. This requirement has been in the
International Building Code (IBC) since
2003. Some believed that, while balcony
protection was a good start, combustible
exterior finishes on buildings protected
by a NFPA 13R system (without attic pro-
tection) should be restricted.

It is important to note that there was
not a significant call at this workshop to
require attic protection in buildings pro-
tected by an NFPA 13R sprinkler system,
although options to provide additional
protection of attics were discussed.
These options regarding enhanced at-
tic protection were based more on fire
department access, combustible exterior
finishes and public perception of the suc-
cess of a life-safety sprinkler system
than a strong belief that all attics must
be protected with sprinklers.

There was a proposal to provide sprin-
kler protection in the attics along the
eaves only. This was intended to protect
the attic from fires crawling up the exte-
rior of the building. This was discussed
but it is not clear that there was a strong
belief among participants that this is a
necessary amendment to NFPA 13R or
the building codes.

Another option discussed was to
provide enhanced attic protection, be
it sprinklers or passive protection, in
residential buildings with attics at high
elevations above grade when protected
with a NFPA 13R sprinkler system. This
recommendation would apply to build-
ings 55 ft or higher and was directly in
response to the Edgewater fire. This is
a proposal that will be submitted to the
building codes. There was no call, how-
ever, to submit similar language to NFPA
13R.

Scope Creep (Pedestal Buildings):

In recent editions of NFPA 13R the scope
of the standard was revised to allow NFPA
13R to be used in buildings up to four
stories and buildings not exceeding 60
ft. in height. There has been concern that
this allowable height of 60 feet would
put the attic out of the reach of the fire
department. The participants, including
representatives of the fire service, were
not convinced that the 60 ft height allow-
ance was a significant issue and there did
not seem to be significant call to restrict
the height of these residential structures
to a lower height than currently allowed.

This 60-foot height would also allow
pedestal type buildings. This would allow,
in essence, a five-story building to be
protected with a NFPA 13R system. This
configuration could consist of a four-
story residential building installed on top
of a single story commercial building. As
stated, the height did not seem to be a
significant concern. There was mention,
however, that there are different tactics
for fighting fires in a structure with attic
sprinklers opposed to buildings without
attic protection. If a fire department
arrives to five-story building, they may
assume that the building is outside the
scope of NFPA 13R and any combus-
tible attic spaces would be provided with
sprinkler protection. This would not be
the case if the building in question was a
five-story building of the pedestal type.
The consensus to this issue was fire fight-
er training as opposed to restricting the
building height to four stories maximum.
It was mentioned that perhaps signage
may be the answer and a pedestal build-
ing protected with an NFPA 13R system
should be marked as such. Others stated
that the fire departments should be
better informed on the type of sprinkler
systems installed in buildings within their
jurisdiction.

As for scope creep and pedestal build-
ings, it was pointed out that pedestal
buildings may in fact provide improved
protection from exterior fires. As the
ground floor of a pedestal building would
be a commercial occupancy, the con-
struction of this story would generally
be required to be non-combustible and
fire originating on the ground would not

>>CONTINUED ON PAGE 41
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ignite the exterior of the building, poten-
tially getting into the attic space.

The general consensus of this life-safe-
ty summit seems to be that the current
60-foot height limitation for buildings
protected by NFPA 13R sprinkler system
is not necessarily a problem and the
participants are not convinced that the
standard has undergone scope creep.

Size and Access:

The size of the building and fire depart-
ment access are certainly factors in
NFPA 13R systems but, based upon the
conversations at the workshop, there
was not a clear consensus that changes
to the codes or standard are necessary
in regards to building size or fire depart-
ment access.

Heights and Stories:

The allowable height and number of sto-
ries that are permitted in order to utilize
NFPA 13R was discussed. It was noted that
the number of stories may not be as im-
portant as the overall height of the build-
ing. As stated above, the participants as
a whole did not have a problem with the
current 60-foot height limitation.

Construction materials:

There was a segment of participants
who were concerned that that the
combustible exterior finishes of these
residential building is the biggest prob-
lem and the one that causes the largest
number of attic fires. Fires beginning on
balconies and other exterior locations,
such as mulch around the perimeter of
the structure, can ignite the combustible
exterior and the fire can then breach into
the unsprinklered attic. Balconies have
been addressed as stated earlier in this
article. However, there were those who
expressed the opinion that combustible
exterior finishes should be restricted
when the building is protected with a
NFPA 13R system without sprinkler pro-
tection in the attic spaces.

Education:

One aspect that nearly all participants
agreed upon is that education is neces-
sary. The public and other stakeholders
must be educated about the purpose and
scope of life-safety sprinkler systems.
Both the limitations (lack of property pro-
tection) and the advantages (life-safety
and cost) must be highlighted. It was
noted that building owners and builders
must be made aware of these issues
and also understand that there may be
advantages to spending extra money
and installing an NFPA 13 system. These
advantages include enhanced property
protection and possible insurance sav-
ings.

Data Collection:

Another aspect that was universally ac-
cepted at this workshop was the need for
improved data collection. This workshop
seemed to be geared to fixing potential
problems in the life-safety standards.
However, based upon what we know,
there is not a clear indication that there
are problems to solve. Before solutions or
changes to the codes and standards are
proposed to these life-safety standards,
we must be sure that there is a problem
to solve. More accurate data is needed to
make this determination. When there is
a fire in a residential building protected
by an NFPA 13R system, accurate and
detailed information is needed. Only with
this information can it be determined if
changes or enhancements are needed.
Some suggestions to improve that data
collection were; create a national data-
base for residential occupancies, incen-
tives to fire departments to collect and
record accurate and detailed information
and reaching out to insurance companies
who already have this information.

Is the solution in the codes

or in the standards?

The participants of this life-safety work-
shop overwhelmingly agreed that chang-
es would need to be in the building codes
and not in NFPA 13R standard. There was
no strong call to require attic protection
in the standard or to amend the scope of
NFPA 13R to restrict pedestal buildings or

to lower the maximum height of 60 feet.

There seemed to be a strong belief that
NFPA 13R is working and that this stan-
dard continues to be needed and is effec-
tive. Surprisingly, there was very little call
for NFPA 13R to require attic spaces to
be provided with sprinkler protection. If
additional protection provisions for attics
or limitations to where NFPA 13R systems
are deemed appropriate, the consensus
of the group seemed to be that such
changes should be in the building codes
and not the installation standard.

Conclusion:

The life-safety work shop was an impor-
tant step in ensuring that the codes and
standards are providing the appropriate
level of protection from fire and also
meeting the expectations of the codes
and standards that specify these life-
safety systems.

As a participant of the workshop, the
lessons that | learned are as follows:

NFPA 13R is respected by all stakehold-
ers and significant changes to the stan-
dard were not called for.

Data collection needs to be improved
in order to determine if there is an ac-
tual problem to solve.

Sprinkler protection in attics was not
called for by the stakeholders in this
workshop.

Changes, if needed, would be best ac-
complished in the building codes and
not in the installation standards.

Inspection of the passive protection in
the buildings (draft stops, etc) needs to
be improved.

Education of both the public and the
various stakeholders needs to be im-
proved.

The life-safety benefits of a NFPA 13R
or NFPA 13D sprinkler system seem to
be undisputed by all stakeholders in-
volved. @
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Please join our Advocates’ Coalition
as we work to create Fire Safe Homes

Working together, we can create
resources to educate those
who make the decisions

regarding community fire
protection. Our goal is to be a go-to
resource for community leaders who
need a first-person account of the

devastating impact fire can have on a

community and a famﬂy We can Our wvoices have joined to share

revent fu ture trace diCS an d we our first-person real life stories...
p g ’ our hope is that future tragedies
bCllCVC that our stories help may be prevented by our sharing

everyone understand in a way that with you
makes a difference. Visit our website P
for additional resources and - ,/':"/. asnsnannsest
information. Order our Media Kit

for a complete package of PSAs,

1\ '

media information, talking points,
statistics and actual examples of
resources used in communities. Your
support is greatly appreciated, and as
a non-profit 501(c)3 we are now
ready to grow our mission and
expand our efforts. We hope you
will join our team as an Advocate,
Supporter or Corporate member

(details are on our website).

www.fireadvocates.org
Fire Sprinklers Save Lives



Dyne Technologies

yne Technologies was founded
Din 1999 by Joan Leedy. Joan has
worked in the fire protection in-
dustry for over 30 years with experience
in formulations, testing, approvals and
design, and currently serves as Chairman
on the NFPA Foam Committee and the
UL 162 Industry Advisory Board. Integrity,
innovation and quality are values that
Dyne Technologies was founded on and
continue to be the foundation of Dyne
Technologies today. We strive to work
with our customers to “partner to protect
lives and property,” through quality test-
ing procedures and working to make the
testing system smooth and easy for our
customers. The company was recapital-
ized in 2013, bringing on additional capital
and resources. Mark Spaniol joined Dyne
Technologies in 2013 and is our current
company President. Mark brings a wealth
of operational management along with
strong finance and accounting experi-
ence. Joan Leedy continues to play a sig-
nificant role at Dyne Technologies as our
Technical Director with her time focused
on quality and new product development.
Dyne Technologies is a compliance
testing company that specializes in the
fire safety industry, testing fire-fighting
foam and antifreeze solution used in
sprinkler systems. Antifreeze solution
testing, specifically, has been a hot but-
ton issue within the sprinkler industry
with several incidents occurring that have
raised questions regarding the solutions
safety and effectiveness in fire sprinklers.
The NFPA committee standard 25 for the

Inspection, Testing and Maintenance of
Water Based Fire Protection Systems
recommends annual testing, along with
level limits and guidelines if the type of
solution is not known.

NFSA members since 2011, Dyne finds
the NFSA is a great source of information
on the fire sprinkler industry. It aids in our
mission, to promote general fire safety
to the industry, by making them aware
of recommendations and quidelines set
forth by the governing bodies regarding
testing of their fire safety systems. It's
also a great way to promote Dyne Tech-
nologies to potential customers.

Dyne has been ISO 9001 certified since
2004 and takes quality in account in all
aspects of our business. We really take
pride in the level of lab testing quality and
customer service that we offer. Our stan-
dard turn-around is five business days
and we also offer rush (24 or 36 hour
depending on the type of testing that
is being performed) services. We have
chemists that are available to consult on
issues related to the test or to situations
in the field and we also offer things such
as free test kits, free shipping to locations
within the continental United States, free
reminders, laminated tank tags and pro-
fessional reports, which are archived and
available to customers either through a
secure link on our website, or by calling
one of our customer service staff.

On the lighter side, it seems like every-
one at Dyne owns a pet—dogs, cats, even
a ferret. We do have one special pet that
comes to the office every day with his

owner, Chemist and Lab Manager Grant
Lobdell, Zeke, our 100+ pound Chesa-
peake Bay Retriever. He's been coming
into the office since he was 7 weeks old.
Zeke enjoys being spoiled by the entire
staff.

Dyne is proud to give back to the
community and is a bronze level spon-
sor of the National Fallen Firefighters
Foundation (NFFF), with a portion of the
proceeds from every sample going to the
NFFF.

Dyne Technologies is located in Wood-
bury Minnesota, a suburb of St Paul. Our
office and lab are located in somewhat of
a wooded area and we enjoy the wildlife
that sometimes wanders through the
parking lot—deer, wild turkeys, coyote
and many birds. Minnesotans love their
outdoor activities and take advantage of
Minnesota's “10,000 lakes" and the high-
est number of golf courses per capita in
the United States. Our staff also enjoys
rooting on the hometown sports teams,
the Vikings (football) Twins (baseball)
Timberwolves (basketball) and the Wild
(hockey).@®

>>CONTINUED ON PAGE 44

The Meet the PROS feature is available to
any NFSA Professional member in good
standing. If you are interested in having

your company featured here, please con-
tact Joanne Genadio at genadio@nfsa.

org or 845.878.4200 x118. Features will
be published on a first come, first serve
basis.
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Partnering to protect lives and property.

Dyne's staff, 1st row (I-r) Joan Leedy, Technical Director, Kayla Kuhlman, Quality Manager/
Chemist, Jody Lowe, Sales Manager/Technician, Jennie Novak, Administrator
2nd row (I-r) Grant Lobdell, Lab Manager/Chemist, Taylor Gregory, Chemist, Mark Spaniol,
President, Julie Bunch, Customer Service Manager, Don Leedy, Sales Director

>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 43

As part of the compliance testing
process at Dyne, free test kits are
offered with shipping included

to and from locations within the
continental United States

pyne

B srariog b grosac bves ared preperty.
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Dyne takes quality in the lab very seriously and has been ISO 9001 certified since 2004
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FLEXIREITY WHERIBUDGETS ARE TIGHT.

You don’t have money to burn. Reduce install times and skilled labor costs while enabling
faster time-to-occupancy with the SprinkFLEX flexible sprinkler system. Our fully assembled
sprinkler drop installs without tools in a matter of minutes and introduces greater flexibility
and speed into the build timeline. Call 800.463.1276 or visit sprinkflex.com.

SprinkFLEX

A PART OF. allE[%?lﬂnrﬂe
(Tube)

[Atkorelnternational] ©2016 Atkore International, Inc. All rights reserved.




Every second counts during a fire. But thick smoke can blind your
eyes and burn your lungs, which will slow you down. By giving
you more time, fire sprinklers increase your chances of survival.
To help save more lives, join NFSA today.

PRINKLERy
BUY 2. TIME
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Zero Tolerance —
And a Different Kind of Near-Miss

Note: The following article was published in the February issue of Firehouse. It is reprinted with his permission.

land instituted strong smoke alarm

legislation, requiring all new homes
permitted after 1987 to be built with
hard-wired smoke alarms on every floor.
The Prince George's County Fire/EMS De-
partment (PGFD) followed smoke alarm
legislation with residential sprinkler leg-
islation in 1992, becoming the first county
in the United States to require both
smoke alarms and fire sprinklers in all
new construction. Additional legislation
has since expanded to carbon monoxide
detectors (where applicable) and smoke
alarm requirements on all floors and in all
sleeping areas in all existing residential
properties, regardless of age.

Fires and fire fatalities have decreased
significantly since 1987, due largely to ex-
panded fire prevention, public education
and legislative efforts (Community Risk
Reduction - CRR). Even with all those CRR
efforts in Prince George's County, includ-
ing aggressive legislation and enforce-
ment, there have been over 7,000 resi-
dential fires resulting in 230 fire fatalities
and 644 fire-related injuries since 1992.
PGFD's major fire problem continues to
be small to medium-size single-family
homes and medium-size garden-style
multi-family residential properties.

In 2009, a "15-year Report” on the
Prince George's County experience was
completed by Steve Weatherby, in coop-
eration with the Home Fire Sprinkler Co-
alition. That report produced an astound-
ing, albeit not unexpected, statistical
comparison of fires in sprinkler-protected

I n 1987, Prince George's County Mary-

By Marc Bashoor

vs. non-protected structures. Above, |
reported 230 fire fatalities and 644 fire
related injuries in Prince George's County
since 1992. It is important to recognize
that 96% of these injuries and 100%
of the fatalities occurred in residences
where there was no sprinkler protection.
Of the 7,000 residential fires reported
above, 667 occurred in sprinkler-pro-
tected homes. In each case - 667 times
- sprinklers activated and held the fire
in check resulting in zero fire fatalities
and approximately 23 injuries. A second
comprehensive update on this report,
encompassing 25-years of data will be
completed during 2016.

The Near-Miss

As | write this article (and find my su-
perstitious self knocking on wood), we
have just completed the analysis of a
different kind of near-miss in a sprinkler
protected single-family home. The home,
constructed in 1992, is part of a much
larger development permitted/built on
both sides of the residential-sprinkler
requirement date. In this development
(@as well as many others), neighboring
homes on the same street vary in their
level of protection, purely based upon the
construction-permit-date.

The two-story colonial style home, built
over a walkout basement, sports resi-
dential sprinklers on all floors, including
the originally unfinished basement level.
The current owners purchased the home
from an owner, who had previously fin-

ished the basement with living, sleeping,
and storage space. The house was then
rented to the current occupants. At first
blush, the basement-finish job looked
typical - not flashy, not shabby.

The Jennings Mill community is a quiet
residential area on the southern edge of
the City of Bowie, about 5 miles east of
Interstate 95. On the cold, snow-covered
Sunday morning, March 7, 2015 a 911 call
was received reporting a fire in the base-
ment on Jenkins Ridge Road. The second-
floor caller reported being awakened by
smoke alarms with smoke issuing from
the basement. The early smoke alarm
notification allowed two adults enough
time to exit the home, with an adult resi-
dent reported as unaccounted for and
presumed trapped in the basement.

First arriving units reported smoke
showing from the home, confirming the
report of one trapped in the basement.
Crews stretched an attack line to base-
ment entrance, affected a quick rescue of
the occupant and knocked down the fire
in the basement, where sprinklers were
now flowing. The 61 year-old male occu-
pant suffered 2nd and 3rd degree burns
over 40% of his body. He was flown by
Maryland State Police Medivac helicopter
to the Washington Hospital Center burn
unit in critical condition. After months
of extensive care and rehabilitation, the
victim was released from the hospital in
good condition.

How does this happen? As stated
above, in 23 years of sprinkler protected

>>CONTINUED ON PAGE 48
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home-fires statistics, only 23 civilian/oc-
cupant injuries have been reported during
sprinkler activation incidents, while 621
injuries were reported in non-protected
occupancies. PGFD's fire investigators
quickly noticed some abnormalities with
the basement construction finishes.
There were two types of finished ceiling
in the basement area, including both fin-
ished drywall and suspended-track-panel
ceiling. Investigators were astounded
to find that both of those ceiling were
installed BELOW the original construction
sprinkler heads, with no provision what-
soever allowing for sprinkler penetration.
Fortunately, the suspended ceiling failed
fairly quickly during the fire event, which
allowed enough heat to trigger a sprin-
kler head. Ultimately, four sprinkler heads
would activate, as heat traveled between

PEOPLE

NFSA Remembers
Long-Time Member
BOB WORTHINGTON

The National Fire Sprinkler Association
(NFSA) extends deepest sympathy to the

family of Robert C. (Bob) Worthington,

Chairman and CEO of Globe Fire Sprinkler
Corporation.
day, February 1, 2016.

Bob was awarded the NFSA Golden Sprin-

kler Award in1997. A registered professional

fire protection engineer, Bob was instru-

mental in building three major sprinkler
manufacturing companies: Star Sprinkler
Corporation; Central Sprinkler Company;
and Globe Fire Sprinkler Corporation.

Bob's knowledge and dedication to the
fire sprinkler industry was evident when
he was a member of the NFSA Board of

Directors and Manufacturer's Council.

His professional memberships included

the National Society of Professional En-

Bob passed away on Mon-

ceilings, which then caused the drywall
ceiling to fail, allowing water to ultimately
reach the seat of the fire, this occurred as
firefighters were entering the basement
with their attack line.

After evaluating the scene and inter-
viewing the occupant at the burn unit,
investigators determined the fire was
caused by clothing and combustible
materials placed too close to a portable
heater. The heater caused the combus-
tibles to ignite, which spread to the couch
that the occupant was sleeping on.

Conclusions

New construction and permitting must be
closely tied to ensure proper fire protec-
tion measures are in place. The retrofit
and after-market finishing made by an
occupant without permitting is clearly

gineers and the Pennsylvania Society of
Professional Engineers.

“We send our deepest sympathy to the
family and friends of Bob Worthington, we
have lost another legend within the fire
sprinkler industry,” said NFSA President
Shane Ray. “Bob was always ready to
share a story and advice, and he will be
missed by all who knew him."”

During Bob's 20-year stewardship of
Globe Sprinkler, employment grew five-
fold, and today is the largest employer
in the region. This stewardship has been
passed on to son Steven, who assumed
operations and ownership of Globe in 2013.

In both personal and professional
life, Mr. Worthington believed in sup-

a contributing factor to this fire and its
nearly tragic outcome. It is imperative
that departments and applicable inspec-
tors are fully aware of the functional-
ity relationship between construction,
inspections and proper working order
of sprinkler systems. A public education
effort may or may not have impacted
this construction decision. It is clear,
however, that even when the sprinkler
functionality was hampered by human
intervention, the sprinklers still activated
and likely prevented a fire fatality and
significant structural loss to this home.
Smoke alarms and sprinklers save lives.
The evidence is irrefutable. We continue
to have zero-tolerance for fire fatalities in
sprinkler-protected homes.@®

Marc Bashoor is Fire Chief of Prince
George's County, Maryland.

porting the communities where he lived
and worked, and to further advance life
safety through his active support and

participation in professional fire protec-

tion associations. Among the charitable
organizations Bob supported were the

Good Samaritan Homeless Rescue Mis-

sion in Bay City, Michigan, Common
Voices coalition for a Fire Safe America,
and multiple burn camps for children that
have suffered severe burns.

Mr. Worthington is preceded in death
by father George Clifford Worthington
and mother Ruth Elizabeth (Sharples)

Worthington of Rhode Island, sister Doro-

thy McGreevy (Patrick). He is survived
by spouse Dana Thatcher Worthington;
four stepdaughters, Andrea (Rick Fox),
Stacie Quast, Sara (Joshua Strand), and
Stephanie Sabo; sister Bette Bousquot
(Edgar) of Rhode Island and her two
daughters; Children: Bob Worthington,
Jr. (Dece), Steven Worthington (Amy),
Kimberly Myers (Billy) of Warrington, PA,
and David Worthington of New York City.
Bob is also survived by many beloved
nieces, nephews, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Donations in lieu of flowers may be

made to the Common Voices (fireadvo-
cates.org), or the Good Samaritan Home-

less Rescue Mission in Bay City, Michigan.
(gsrmbaycity.org).©®



Raymond J. Malek

The NFSA regretfully announced the
passing of longtime member Raymond
J.Malek on January 17, 2016.

Anyone who has been around the fire
sprinkler industry for any period of time

knew Ray Malek — and for good reason.
His mild-mannered way and savvy busi-

ness acumen made him a cornerstone in
the industry for 60 years. But what many
people outside his immediate family may
not know is that his commitment and
dedication to the fire sprinkler industry
may have been preordained by an event

he was too young to remember himself.

At the tender age of six months, Ray's
family homestead was destroyed by fire
and he was carried to safety, narrowly
avoiding certain disaster.

In 1949, while serving in the Air Na-

tional Guard, Ray attended Marquette
University School of Engineering. Two
years later, the Korean War interrupted

his education when he was called to ac-
tive duty at the Eastern Air Defense Com-
mand in Bangor, Maine and North Truro,

Massachusetts. At the end of his tour of
duty in 1953, he accepted a position as
Engineering Associate at Paul J. Grunau

Company while picking up with his educa-

tion at Marquette.

During his years with Grunau Company,

Ray held many positions, including Senior
Vice President. Under his watch, Grunau
grew to become one of the largest and
most successful sprinkler contractors in
the country. In 1971, Ray was instrumental

in the acquisition of Vogel Corporation,

a sprinkler manufacturing company in
Connecticut formerly known as Eddy

Sprinkler Company. Shortly after the ac-

quisition and relocation of Vogel to South
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the company was

renamed Grunau Sprinkler Manufactur-

ing Corporation.
Grunau Sprinkler

Ray managed both
Manufacturing and

Grunau's contracting division through
1975. In 1976, he was named President of

Grunau Sprinkler Manufacturing, a posi-

tion he led through 1983, the year Grunau

Company purchased Star Sprinkler Cor-

poration. Following the purchase, Star
Sprinkler merged into Grunau Sprinkler

Manufacturing, retaining the Star Sprin-

kler name. Following the merger through

1987, Ray served as Executive Vice Presi-

dent of Star Sprinkler Corporation.
Still, after 33 years of success in the

industry, Ray longed to run his own com-

pany, which motivated him to buy the Star
Sprinkler Distribution Center in Anaheim,
California and founding Starfire, Inc.
Shortly afterward he opened Starfire's
Midwest distribution center in St. Francis,
Wisconsin and turned a relatively small

PEOPLE

business into leading distribution centers
in the Midwest and Southern California.

Over the years, Ray served on numer-
ous NFSA committees. In the early years
from 1954 to 1971, he was a member of
the NFSA Local 183 Joint Apprentice-
ship and Labor Negotiating Committee,
where he was instrumental in getting
licensing requirements for installers of
fire sprinkler systems. From 1971 to 1984,
he served on the NFSA Engineering &
Standards Committee, a time at which
fast response sprinkler technology was
being developed. He was Chairman of the
NFSA Engineering and Standards Weld-
ing Subcommittee, where he played an
integral role in the development of weld-
ing requirements adopted by the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA). In
fact, many of Ray's drawings and welding
details remained in NFPA 13 until 1999. He
also served on the Association’'s Board of
Directors from 1975 to 1987 and was a
member of the Supplier and Manufactur-
ers (SAM) Council until 2003.

In addition to his contributions at the
national level, Ray's participation over
the years with the Wisconsin Burn Center
Golf Invitational helped to raise millions
of dollars for burn victims of all ages.

Back in the year following his active
military duty, Ray had married Violet.
Together they raised seven children-
Duane, David, Dean, Dawn, Denise, Dan
and Darrel. All seven children and two
grandchildren have worked in the sprin-
kler industry at one time or another with
some still in the industry today.

In recognition of his many contribu-
tions to the fire sprinkler industry, Ray
was recognized with the Golden Sprinkler
Award, NFSA's highest honor, in 2003 at
the Annual Seminar in Savannah, Geor-

gia®@.
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What's the Point of Dana Point?

While the main reason
we'll be in Dana Point,
California will be to
take part in an innova-
tive and one-of-a-kind
experience called the
2016 NFSA Annual
Seminar & Business -
and Leadership Conference, we will have
plenty of free time to explore our sur-
roundings. This fact left me feeling a little
bit apprehensive, I'm not one to sit still
for long. When | first learned of our new
event location | figured, well, it's a beauti-
ful boutique hotel by a pretty beach... and
that's about all. | don't know about you,
but | can take about one day of sitting on
a quiet beach watching the boats go by...
and that's about it. When | travel | like to
do things I've never done before and see
things | haven't seen before.

After a little research, | found that not
only is the Dana Point area chock full of
things to see and do, it is worthy of an ex-
tended stay. Since you are coming to the

Ocean Institute

conference anyway (with the Killer line-up
we've got in store, how can you not?), tack
some time on before or after to truly en-
joy and explore your surroundings.

Where's Dana Point?

Dana Point is located in southern Orange
County, California, halfway between
Los Angeles and San Diego. Dana Point
is within an hour's drive of four major
airports: John Wayne (just 18 miles away),
San Diego, Ontario, and LAX. It has one
of the few harbors along the Orange
County coast and is a popular destination
for surfing. The harbor offers more than
30 shops where you can find everything
from Indian artifacts to artisan chocolate.
There also are more than a dozen restau-
rants, many with beautiful water views.
The harbor offers many things to do in
Dana Point, including hosting a range of
lively events, such as art shows, concerts
and movies.

What's There To Do?

If you see something you like in the fol-
lowing descriptions, just get in touch
with the concierge at the Laguna Cliffs
Marriott at 949.661.5000. You can book
your adventures ahead of time and spend
your time enjoying all the NFSA Annual
Seminar has to offer when you get to the
hotel!

Whale-Watching

Dana Point residents are celebrating
the return of Grey Whales right off their
coast. Whale-watching has never been
better and there are several local whale-
watching expeditions available. Sightings
of whales off Dana Point are way up this
year and it is common to encounter large
schools of dolphin as well.

Boating
Love the open sea and the salty air? Here
you can experience it firsthand. Dana



Mission of San Juan Capistrano

>> CONTINUED ON PAGE 50

Point boasts one of the most beautiful
harbors in California. It offers visitors
easy access to boat launches, rentals, and
charters, year round due to its ideal cli-
mate. Taking to the open seas has never
been easier, or more beautiful, than it is
in Dana Point.

Mission San Juan Capistrano
Just like the famed swallows, visit once
and you too will want to return to Cap-
istrano. Built in 1775, Mission San Juan
Capistrano, the Birthplace of Orange
County, was the 7th of 21 missions state-
wide. Today it is a monument to Califor-
nia's multi-cultural history, embracing its
Native American, Spanish, Mexican and
European heritage. Originally built as a
self sufficient community by Spanish Pa-
dres and Indians, the Mission was a center
for agriculture, industry, education and
religion.

There are many areas of interest
throughout the Mission grounds. Wander

Dana Point Harbor

through ten acres of lush gardens and
cool fountains, cloistered by old adobe
walls. Visit the Serra Chapel, Padres
Quarters, Industrial Area, Soldiers Bar-
racks, Cemetery and The Great Stone
Church. The mission is open daily from
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and only a short
distance from Dana Point.

Ocean Institute

At the far west end of Dana Point harbor
is the Ocean Institute, a world-renown
ocean educational facility. It's known for
one-of-a-kind, hands-on learning pro-
grams for marine science, environmental
education and maritime history.

Visitors can participate in a variety
of family friendly experiences include
20-minute lab activities, viewing of sea
creatures, even octopus and jellyfish
feedings.

The Institute’s 70-foot research ship,
Sea Explorer, is a fully equipped floating
laboratory and provides daily cruises to
study and observe marine life and the un-

Whale Watching

dersea world just offshore. Docked near
the Ocean Institute is a full-sized replica
of the nineteenth-century “Tall Ship,” Pil-
grim, where children have the extraordi-
nary chance to experience what life was
like at sea in the 1800s. You can also take
an adventure cruise on the Ocean Insti-
tute's 118-foot Tall Ship schooner, Spirit
of Dana Point. Historical characters will
bring you back to the Golden Age of Sail-
ing... and who knows, you just might run
into some pirates!

Laguna Beach

Nearby Laguna Beach is home to a wide
range of activities and entertainment.
Perched upon a cliff-top, the town has
a sweeping view of the Pacific Ocean.
Window shoppers and collectors will en-
joy strolling the village's quaint streets,
as well as visiting galleries spotted
along Pacific Coast Highway. Needless
to say, Laguna Beach boasts what some
arguably say are the best beaches in
Californial @

www.nfsa.org
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NFSA's Victoria Valentine
Reelected

Victoria B.
Valentine, PE.,
NFSA Director

of Engineering,
was reelected to
the Society of
Fire Protection
Engineers
(SFPE) Board of
Directors for a
three-year term
that began in January 2016. The SFPE
membership voted her to be one of nine
Directors to serve the Society under the
newly adopted structure approved with
the new constitution this past summer.

SFPE is a global organization that works
to advance the science and practice of fire
protection engineering. It promotes best
practices for fire protection engineering
and fire safety engineering through their
publications and educational sessions.

“It is an honor to be elected to help
shape the activities and future of the
SFPE as well as fire protection engineer-
ing worldwide” explained Valentine. “The
NFSA and SFPE are aligned in that they
both work towards a fire safe world.”

In her position as Director of Engineer-
ing for NFSA, Vicky and her team of
dedicated staff do a fantastic job with
not only teaching across the globe, but
also responding to NFSA member needs
with our unmatched Expert of the Day
program.

“We congratulate Victoria on her elec-
tion,” said Shane Ray, NFSA President.
“Serving our members includes service
to our respective professions and SFPE
will benefit from her dedication to their
mission.”

NFSA Board of Directors
Election Results

All of us at NFSA thank the candidates and
everyone who voted in our Board of Direc-
tors election held in December of 2015. We
are pleased to announce election results
for the following contested races:

Area 12:

Jack Thacker, Allan Automatic
Sprinkler Corporation

SAM Council: (4 seats)
Bob Bussiere, Wheatland Tube Company

Chuck Kitts, System Sensor

Bob Knose, Ferguson Fire
and Fabrication

Bruce LaRue, Potter Electric
Signal Company

We are also pleased to announce those
elected in non-contested races:

Area 3:
Ken Brinkley, Music City Fire Sprinkler

Area 8:
Dennis Coleman, Engineered
Fire Protection Incorporated

Area 10:
Harry Nothhaft, L. Nothhaft
& Son Incorporated

All of these terms are for 3 years and
will be sworn in at the March 10, 2016
Board of Directors meeting in Nashville,
Tennessee. We look forward to continued
progress as an inclusive association and
serving with these great fire sprinkler in-
dustry leaders. By working together, our
future is bright.

ONFSA

The Voice of the Fire Sprinkler Industry

If you enjoy:
+ A competitive salary
* Excellent benefits
* Flexible time
+ Positive work environment
* An engaged employee team
* Independent thinking
» Team-oriented execution
» Making a difference

We would like to meet you and share
more information about who we are, what

we do and how you could join our team!

NFSA started in 1905 and has a proud,
progressive history that provides many
opportunities for those invested in the
business of life safety. We have recently
completed a re-organization and have
new leadership that is prepared to chal-
lenge the status quo and create an envi-
ronment to further our cause. This is an
exciting time to be involved as we build
a team that can serve our membership,
saving lives as part of the process.

Some of the posted positions are based
out of our national headquarters and
some of these positions are based out of
the field as appropriate for the position.

If you're ready to join a proactive team
engaged in working to make the world a
safer place to live, work, play and grow...
contact us!

POSITIONS AVAILABLE IN 2016:

+ Vice President of Engineering

« Director of Finance & Administration
* Director of Training

* Retrofit Specialist

+ Administrative Assistant/
Legal Secretary

+ Field Service Coordinator (Great Lakes)

« State Coordinators (part-time)
-Arizona, Maryland, Missouri

+ Local Coordinators (part-time)
-Philadelphia, Newark, NJ

For more information, go to:
http://bit.ly/nfsateamjobs.

WE WANT YOU
ON THE
CO\IER

Members, send us your
Fhoto 0 mstallat|0ns designs, work out in the
eld, any great action shots you can think of.
We'l keep them on file for use as possible
covers for SQ. If your photo is selected for use,
you will be notified and given proper credit.

Send hi-rez photos to Joanne Genadio at

genadio@nfsa.org



NEW ENGLAND REGION

~  DAVE LAFOND
~ Regional Manager

|| CONNECTICUT, MAINE, MASSACHUSETTS,
| NEW HAMPSHIRE, RHODE ISLAND, VERMONT

Massachusetts Board Removes
Sprinkler Requirements
for Certain Townhomes

A code change proposal that added the
IRC fire sprinkler requirement (Proposal
RB66-07/08) was submitted by a major
multi-family builder, AvalonBay Commu-
nities. As a major builder of multi-family/
townhouse residential properties, Ava-
lonBay Communities developed exten-
sive experience with the installation of
fire sprinkler systems in these residential
properties and therefore concluded that
sprinkler systems were in fact desirable
and cost effective and should be required
as a " standard"” feature in all new town-
houses.

The IRC provides a financial offset for
the cost of fire sprinklers, by allowing
townhouse separation walls to be one-
hour fire rated, rather that two-hour,
which was the requirement before the
IRC incorporated sprinkler require-
ments. This single incentive resulted in
decreased total construction costs, when
comparing the cost of a sprinklered town-
house to the cost of an unsprinklered
townhouse with 2-hour separation walls.

The question begs to be asked of the
Board of Building Regulations and Stan-
dards (BBRS); on what information did
the BBRS make the decision to remove
the fire sprinkler requirement for town-
houses which are three-stories or less?

Following is the BBRS Chairperson,
Richard Crowley's email. Please take a
minute to contact him directly and voice
your concern for this grave rollback of
fire protection.

Richardpcrowley@aol.com@®

Dave LaFond

NFSA's Regional Manager / New England
email: lafond@nfsa.org

2 Burns Way, Holyoke, MA 01040
phone: 413.244.7653

NEW YORK REGION

DOMINICK KASMAUSKAS
Regional Manager

NEW YORK

New York State Fire Chiefs Push
for Sprinklers in New Homes

The New York State Association of Fire
Chiefs is working to convince the New
York Building Code Council to make it
mandatory for builders to add sprinklers
in newly built townhouses and residential
homes.

The Association put on a side-by-side
burn demo to show just how effective
sprinklers are.

The demonstration, which was very
well attended, showed there was no
chance for survival in the room without
a sprinkler.

They brought more than 1,200 signed
letters to the New York Department of
State, urging them to pass a code that
would require new townhomes to have
sprinkler systems installed.

Ideally, members of the Fire Associa-
tion would like to see them in one- and
two-family homes as well, but are focus-
ing on the push for sprinklers in town-
houses for now.Q

Dominick Kasmauskas

NFSA's Regional Manager / New York
email: kasmauskas@nfsa.org

1436 Altamont Avenue

Suite 147 Rotterdam, NY 12303,

Phone: 518.937.6589, Fax 518.836.0210

MID-ATLANTIC REGION

RAYMOND W. LONABAUGH
Regional Manager

DELAWARE, MARYLAND, NEW JERSEY,
PENNSYLVANIA, VIRGINIA, WASHINGTON D.C.

Maryland Delegate Files HB19
changing the Residential Fire
Sprinkler Requirement

REGIONAL
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House Bill #19 was introduced by
Maryland Delegate Chris Adams at the
first reading on January 13, 2016. The
bill, if passed into law, would allow local
counties and incorporated municipalities
to change their adoption of the Inter-
national Residential Code fire sprinkler
requirement for one- and two-family
dwellings from a requirement to a choice
by the home purchaser, whereas, the
builder would have to honor the request
of the buyer.

Currently Maryland does not allow
the counties and local incorporated mu-
nicipalities the option of not adopting the
residential fire sprinkler requirement. The
mandatory fire sprinkler requirement is
based on the combustibility of furnish-
ings that are synthetic based, open floor
concepts and lightweight engineered
lumber construction.

HB19 has no impact on the mandatory
residential fire sprinkler requirement for
townhouses in Maryland.@®

Raymond W. Lonabaugh

NFSA's Regional Manager / Mid-Atlantic
email: lonabaugh@nfsa.org

P.O. Box 126, Ridley Park, PA, 19078
Phone: 610.521.4768

SOUTHEAST REGION

WAYNE WAGGONER
Associate Director of Regional
Operations - East

ALABAMA, GEORGIA, MISSISSIPPI,
NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH CAROLINA,
TENNESSEE

Mosheim, Tennessee, Fire
Department Recognized For
Fire Prevention Efforts
The Town of Mosheim, Tennessee Fire
Department was recently presented with
the 2014 Life Safety Achievement Award
by the National Association of State Fire
Marshals Fire Research and Education
Foundation (NASFM), in partnership with
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company.
Assistant Fire Chief James Foshie
said in a news release that the Town of
Mosheim Fire Department presents fire
>> CONTINUED ON PAGE 54
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FFSA, in cooperation with Common
Voices, developed “Voice of the Advo-
cate” videos to share stories and faces
of those who have been affected by
fire and spread the importance of fire
sprinklers.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 53

safety, prevention and education pro-
grams to more than 800 students each
year at Mosheim Elementary School. In
addition to the school presentations, fire
department members present programs
to senior citizens in Mosheim, child day
care centers and Telamon Migrant School.

Since 1994, the Life Safety Achieve-
ment Award has recognized local fire
prevention efforts that have contributed
to reducing the number of lives lost in
residential fires.

The Town of Mosheim Fire Department

LORRELL BUSH

FLORIDA, PUERTO RICO

Very successful meeting on the Rule
61G15-32 revision issue with the Florida
Board of Professional Engineers Rule
Committee. Steve Kowkabany, FPE and
Buddy Dewar worked with a group of
individuals to recommend revised lan-
guage to the standard which will save
FFSA Contractors time and money.

This has been a very active and success-
ful year for the Florida Fire Sprinkler
Association! Below are some of the high-
lights from 2015:

SQ ¢ march - april 2016
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is one of 97 fire departments across the
U.S to receive the award this year for
recording zero fire deaths in 2014, or re-
ducing fire deaths by at least 10 percent
during the year.

In addition, award recipients docu-
mented active and effective fire preven-
tion programs as well as a clear commit-
ment to reducing the number of house
fires in the community.

Although residential fires in the U.S. ac-
count for only 20 percent of all fires, they
result in 80 percent of all fire deaths.
The National Association of State Fire
Marshals Fire Research and Education
Foundation is committed to reducing that
number.

The NASFM Fire Research & Education
Foundation is a public interest group with
the mission of reducing residential fire
deaths and injuries. The Foundation ad-
vocates the use of fire sprinklers.@®

Wayne Waggoner

NFSA's Associate Director of

Regional Operations — East

email: w.waggoner@comcast.net

PO Box 9, Andersonville, TN 37705

Phone: 865.755.2956, Fax: 865.381.0597

ATTENTION
SAM & PRO MEMBERS:

FILL OUT YOUR BUYER'S
GUIDE INFO NOW
ATWWW.NFSA.0RG

More than 575 Contractors, AHJ's and
Industry Professionals participated
in the 16 technical training classes of-
fered throughout the state.

Hawks Cay 2015 was attended by more
than 159 Industry Professionals and in-
cluded top notch speakers, vendor rec-
ognition and contractor participation,
making it a week to remember!

The 21st Annual Buddy Dewar Golf
Classic SOLD OUT, turning away near-
ly 20 golfers due to an over-booked
event. The event raised over $38,000
which provided FREE training for over
350 AHJs throughout the state.

36 Area Interest Meetings (AIMs) were
scheduled throughout the state result-
ing in an average of 275 attendees
each quarter. The AIMs continue to be
a success and have speakers booked
through September of 2016.

29 Side by Side Fire Sprinkler Dem-
onstrations were held throughout the
state for more than 3,000 spectators.

FFSA added 34 new members this year,
10 new contractor members, 23 new
professional members and 1 new sup-
plier and manufacturer member.

FFSA participated in more than five
conferences in the state of Florida this
year including: South Florida Build-
ing Code Conference, Campus for Fire
Safety, ICC Conference, FEDA Confer-
ence and FFMIA.

FFSA worked with AHJs, NFPA and the
State Fire Marshal's Office to form the
Florida Fire Sprinkler Coalition.

Buddy Dewar has been working with
the Assisted Living Facility lawyers and
senior staff in an effort to repeal sub-
section 429.41, F.S. that mandates the
1994 Edition of the LSC be used for as-
sisted living facilities and instead ref-
erence the current edition adopted by
the SFM. Buddy will continue to meet
with the ALF powers to prepare for a
meeting with a bill sponsor.

Current law allows condo associa-
tions to opt out of sprinklering units
but must sprinkler common areas.
High-rise condos who opt out of fire
sprinklering units must prepare an En-
gineered Life Safety System. The bill
last year would have allowed opt-out
of ELSS but bill died, however, it is ex-
pected to resurface next session.

Two Declaratory Statement requests
have been filed, Department of Busi-
ness and Professional Regulation and
the State Fire Marshal, that if con-
cluded as requested would mean any
licensed plumber could install a resi-
dential fire sprinkler system without
any additional training. The SFM ruled
in our favor and the DBPR is expected
to follow. Florida established a contrac-
tor classification for NFPA 13D work in
1984 that requires plumbers to take
additional training. @

Lorrell Bush

NFSA’s Regional Manager / Florida & Puerto Rico

email: bush@nfsa.org
2025 Droylsden Lane, Eustis, FL 32726
Phone: 352.589.8402
Cell: 954.275.8487 Fax: 561.327.6366
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INDIANA, MICHIGAN, OHIO,
WEST VIRGINIA, KENTUCKY

The Leipsic, Ohio Fire Department says
when firefighters arrived on the scene of
a fire at the Meadows of Leipsic Nursing
Home, they noticed heavy smoke coming
from inside the building. They stated that
the fire started in one room and credited
the sprinkler system with preventing the
fire from spreading past that room.

Two residents were sent to the hospital
with smoke inhalation and were expected
to survive. No other injuries were re-
ported.

The fire was reported to the Ohio State
Fire Marshall's Office.©®

BOB TINUCCI

ILLINOIS

The City of Rockford, lllinois has part-
nered with over 30 communities, span-
ning a nine county area in Northwest
[llinois to develop a Regional Building
Code. The City of Rockford was the lead
agency to propose the building code up-
dates adopting the 2015 IBC Codes; 2015
International Building Code (commercial
structures) and 2015 International Resi-
dential Code (one- and two-family dwell-
ings). Regional meetings were held over
a period of several months. The updated
codes were approved by Rockford City
Council on November 2, 2015. This was
the first step to adopt the new regional
code. It is intended that all other regional
partners will subsequently adopt the
identical code. There was considerable

opposition to residential fire sprinklers
for one- and two-family structures due to
limitations in the various rural water sup-
plies. This requirement was amended out
of the regional code. The partnership led
an aggressive proposal to maintain fire
sprinklers in all townhome construction
and prevailed. This is due to significant
efforts by the City of Rockford's Planner/
Building Plans Examiner Andrew Pieri,
and Fire Chief Derek Bergsten.

State law allows local units of govern-
ment the ability to adopt and amend
building and life-safety codes in order
to insure the safe construction, addition
and alteration of residential and com-
mercial occupancies. These codes and
ordinances, which vary from jurisdiction
to jurisdiction, have long been a source of
confusion for local designers, contractors
and trades people due to differing code
requirements and ordinances. It is for this
the reason that the City of Rockford has
asked all communities in a nine county
area to participate in the development
and implementation of a region-wide
building code. This code will eliminate
confusion by insuring that contractors
and designers know exact code require-
ments and code amendments, no matter
where in the county one chooses to work.
A region wide code will also benefit local
government by reducing the amount of
code violations found on the job site and
also reduce the need to educate contrac-
tors on the specific requirements of a
particular community.

Winnebago County
City of Rockford
City of Loves Park

Winnebago County (Includes
- Unincorporated Winnebago
County, Cherry Valley - Harrison -

Machesney Park - New Milford
- Rockton, - Roscoe - Seward
- Shirland -South Beloit)

Village of Durand
Village of Pecatonica
Village of Winnebago

REGIONAL
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DeKalb County

City of DeKalb

DeKalb County / City of Sycamore
City of Ogle County

City of Oregon

City of Byron

Stillman Valley

Davis Junction

City of Polo

City of Rochelle (Includes
- Creston - Steward)

Lee County
City of Dixon
Village of Ashton
Jo Daviess County
City of Galena
Whiteside County
Rock Falls
Village of Sterling @
Bob Tinucci
NFSA's Regional Manager / lllinois
email: tinucci@nfsa.org.
6401 Richmond Avenue, Willowbrook, IL 60527

phone/fax: 630.655.1875
cell: 630.514.1601

MARTY KING

WISCONSIN

Following are two recent legislative
issues:

LRB 3130 and 3968- being sent to elim-
inate fire suppression from fairground fa-
cilities. The language in the sponsorship
notice portrays fire sprinkler systems as
costly and financially burdensome. This
is extremely concerning in that DSPS was
unaware of this legislation and the Build-
ing Code Committee had, over the past
four months, reviewed the 2015 IBC and
IEBC. They had no discussions regarding
this issue, nor had they proposed any
language addressing this issue.

LRB 3011 - being sent as a fix for some

>>CONTINUED ON PAGE 56
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landlord and tenant issues outlined to
protect both. Within the bill is language
to prevent the current 16 municipali-
ties from enforcing existing ordinances
relating to multi-family buildings. This
language was part of the past budget bill
and was removed. It is concerning that it
is hidden within a bill that did not address
any building or fire code changes.

While our legislative liaison team is
working on addressing these issues with
the legislative leaders, we need your
assistance in contacting your state rep-
resentatives in the Assembly and Senate
to voice your concern. We need to stand
up as an industry that not only provides
fire and life safety, but is a business and
employer within the State of Wisconsin.

Our position regarding 3130/3968
is that the Petition of Variance process
within the Building Code addresses this
issue and is best left to local officials to
determine whether changes to the build-
ing code are appropriate and that the
municipality has a voice in conditions
placed to provide fire and life safety to
the community.

Our position regarding 3011 is that the
local municipalities should control pro-
tection of the structures and occupants.
They chose to adopt additional require-
ments to protect the community based
on available resources. While this will not
affect new construction, it does affect
existing structures. The example for the
original legislation was a community's
requirement to provide fire sprinklers to
an apartment building that was gutted by
fire and where there was a fire fatality.®

Marty King

NFSA's State Coordinator

email: king@nfsa.org

3317 South 113th Street, West Allis, WI 53227
Phone: 414.531.9542

2016 ANNUAL SEMINAR AND BUSINESS

& LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

MRY 3-6, 2016
DANA POINT, CALIFORNIA

The Voice of the Firs Sorinkier lsdustry

THERE'S STILL TIME TO REGISTER AT:
WWW.NFSA.ORG

MINNESOTA REGION

TOM BRACE
State Coordinator

MINNESOTA

Sprinklers Saved Industrial Building
From Fire in Hastings, Minnesota
What could have been a major fire was
prevented at DSM Excavating in Hast-
ings, Minnesota.

Crews responded after the building's
fire alarms activated. According to Fire
and EMS Director Mike Schutt, smoke was
visible on the south side of the building
when firefighters arrived. The fire sprin-
kler system was already operating. Crews
entered the building and found a dump
truck on fire, which they extinguished.

According to Schutt, the fire could have
been much worse, as there was other
heavy equipment parked very close to
the engulfed truck. Schutt credited the
sprinkler system with saving the rest of
the equipment and the building, which
would have been a $4 million loss.®

Tom Brace

NFSA's Regional Manager / Minnesota
email: brace@nfsa.org

1433 Idaho Ave West, St. Paul, MN 55108,
Phone: 651.644.7800

CENTRAL REGION

TBA
Regional Manager

IOWA, KANSAS, MISSOURI

Sprinkler Save at lowa City,

lowa Lumber Facility

The lowa City Fire Department cred-
ited the fire sprinkler system with quickly
bringing a fire under control at a lumber
facility.

Firefighters responded to the reported
fire and found multiple fire sprinklers had
activated in a detached lumber storage
building. According to a news release, the
sprinklers had put out most of the fire,
with small spot fires in the storage rack.

Fire crews put those out.

Investigators said the fire started in
the area of a wood cutoff saw and deter-
mined the cause to be accidental. They
estimate damage at $15,000.

There were no injuries.®

SOUTH CENTRAL REGION

CYNTHIA GIEDRAITIS
Regional Manager

ARKANSAS, LOUISIANA,
OKLAHOMA, TEXAS

Face The Contractors

First Contractor and State Fire Marshal
Round Table Meeting

Texas State Fire Marshal Director of Li-
censing Ernest McCloud and NFSA Direc-
tor of Public Fire Protection Jason Webb
"Faced The Contractors” at a first time
Round Table Discussion of top issues on
how to best coordinate the NFPA 25 Code
with Texas Licensing Rules.

NFSA South Central Regional Manager
Cindy Giedraitis engaged the two guest
speakers in a lively roundtable discussion
about current topics of interest to the fire
sprinkler industry.

Face The Contractors first meeting was
held on December 10, 2015 at the Hurst
Justice Center in Hurst, Texas.

Discussion Topics included:

* NFPA 25 Codes Process

» Texas Licensing & Tagging Issues

* How to file a Contractor Complaint
* How to change the Licensing Rules

Cindy Giedraitis

NFSA's Regional Manager / South Central
email: giedraitis@nfsa.org

PO Box 10403, College Station, Texas
77842. Phone: 979.324.8934

ONFSA

The Voice of the Fire Sprinkler Industry
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GREAT PLAINS REGION

|, ——
i %

ERIC GLEASON
Regional Manager

Colorado, Nebraska, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming

Colorado Fire Suppression
Adminstrative Rules Effective Now
Highlights —

+ Fitter license - Register and print
online (must carry with them)

+ Contractor license - Register and print
online (Fire Suppression , Residential,
Backflow, Underground)

+ Apprentices must carry DOL
registration (this may go away)

« CPVC - Contractor/RME must prove
$1M of CPVC coverage if you install
CPVC

+ 1fitter to 3 apprentices maximum -
must be in reasonable proximity

Colorado Fire Supression System

Tagging began January 1, 2016.

Fire Suppression Administrative

Rules now online -

* New State Administrative Rules
require contractors to tag systems

White - New system installations

Green - Full passing NFPA 25
Inspection

Yellow - Deficiency found NFPA 25
Inspection

Red - System is impaired - Mandatory
Reporting To AHJ - 24 hrs

Each jurisdiction can impose their own
tag requirements

Notification of NFPA 25 inspections
are compulsory to the local AHJ or
State

Fire Departments may Opt Out —

+ Please advise Great Plains Regional
Manager Eric Gleason of any depart-
ments that opt out of the notifications

+ Keep a data base of fire department
contacts to email your reports to

+ Your tags should have consistent info

Eric Gleason

NFSA's Regional Manager / Great Plains
email: gleason@nfsa.org

PO. Box 62157, Littleton, CO, 80162
phone: 720.470.4894

SOUTHWEST REGION

BRUCE LECAIR
Associate Director of Regional
Operations - WEST

CALIFORNIA, HAWAII, NEW MEXICO, NEVADA,
ARIZONA

NFSA's Bruce Lecair appointed
Principal NFPA Voting Member

NFPA announced in an e-mail on Decem-
ber 29th, 2015 that NFSA Regional Man-
ager Bruce Lecair has been appointed
as the Principal on the NFPA Technical
Committee on Industrial, Storage, and
Miscellaneous Occupancies (SAF-IND)
representing the National Fire Sprinkler
Association.

This appointment will allow Bruce to
represent NFSA's mission of promoting
the fire sprinkler concept on this impor-
tant NFPA Committee. Bruce is also an
alternate on the NFPA Technical Commit-
tee on Residential Occupancies.@

Bruce Lecair

NFSA's Associate Director of

Regional Operations— West

email: lecair@nfsa.org

25417 West Hyacinth Street, Corona, CA 92883
Phone: 951.277.3517, Fax: 951.277.3199

NORTHWEST REGION

SUZANNE MAYR
Regional Manager

ALASKA, IDAHO, MONTANA, OREGON,
WASHINGTON

Regional Sprinkler Saves

Bend, Oregon

Fire sprinklers help keep the cost of medi-
cal care down in Bend. When firefighters
responded to an early morning New
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Year's Day alarm at a Bend radiology of-
fice, a quick search showed a fire that had
started under a building's exterior over-
hang had been extinguished by a single
fire sprinkler. “With the expensive imaging
systems in CORA, this sprinkler activation
prevented what could have been a very
expensive fire,” Deputy Fire Marshal Dan
Derlacki said in a news release. The cause
of the fire - which caused about $100
damage - is believed to be an improperly
disposed of cigarette

Portland, Oregon

Fire sprinklers keep arson fires in check
at a Portland high school. A 15-year-old
boy has been arrested and faces serious
charges for setting not one, but four fires
at his high school. Three were set in the
bathroom, one in a storage area. Fire
sprinklers helped to limit the damage of
all of the fires. Nobody was injured in the
arson spree.

Walla Walla, Washington

A fire sprinkler system helped extinguish
a fire at a Walla Walla farm and outdoor
store A display heater caught fire after
hours, causing isolated smoke and water
damage. Fire sprinklers significantly lim-
ited the damage.®

Suzanne Mayr

NFSA's Regional Manager / Northwest
email: mayr@nfsa.org

PO. Box 7328, Tacoma, WA 98417
phone: 253.208.8467

ONESA
Thursday, May 5, 2016

SRR

Common Voi®Tolf Classic

2016 Annual Seminar and Business.
*& Leadarship Gonference '

May 3-6, 2016 / Dana Point, California
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ITS ONE OF THE FEW TIMES YOU WON'T
MIND THE SMELL OF A WET DOG...
WE PROMISE!

HOME FIRE SPRINKLERS—PROTECTING THOSE THAT
CAN’T PROTECT THEMSELVES

Y
TNRANLY
.

DID YOU KNOW?

More than 500,000 pets die in
house fires each year.

The loud noise of smoke
detectors often scares
pets and sends them into
hiding.

Many pets are left home
alone and have no way
to escape the fire, even
with working smoke
detectors.

Firefighters who rescue pets

are often ill-equipped to provide
life-saving oxygen to the animals
efficiently.

(statistics from Veterinary News Network)

PROTECT WHAT YOU VALUE MOST!

Learn more about home fire sprinklers at www.homefiresprinkler.org

ONFSA

The Voice of the Fire Sprinkler Industry




B NFPA Research Foundation -
Suppression, Detection and
Signaling Research and
Applications Symposium

March 1-4, 2016
Doubletree by Hilton San Antonio
Downtown, San Antonio, Texas

Featuring 30 presentations and a special
workshop:

Big Data and Fire Protection Systems.
Keep your knowledge at the leading edge
through presentations including:

m Latest in sprinkler and other suppres-
sion research including warehouse
sprinkler protection, applications, wa-
ter mist, protection of li-on batteries,
non-water based suppression

m Latest in detection and signaling re-
search including residential applica-
tions, nuisance sources, smoke char-
acteristics and detector design, smart
building applications, signaling and no-
tification
Free half-day workshop “Big Data and

Fire Protection Systems” is open to all

attendees! (Wednesday afternoon, March

2) This workshop is a “bridge event”

between the Suppression and Detection

sessions. All SupDet attendees are invited
to attend the workshop!

REGISTER TODAY for the full sympo-
sium, or choose either the Suppression
Program or the Detection Program. All
registration options entitle you to attend
the workshop Big Data and Fire Protec-
tion Systems.

For additional details and program
visit: www.nfpa.org/supdet2016.

H Reliable Enhances DryPaK

and PrePak Systems

Reliable Automatic Sprinkler Co., Inc.
has enhanced its popular DryPaK and
PrePaK Systems by offering a new, larger
size - 8" (200mm).

The New 8" DryPaK Systems utilize
the DDX-LP Dry Pipe Valve, which is a

hydraulically operated, differential-type
valve for low pressure dry pipe valve
systems. Available sizes range from 2"
(50mm) through the new 8" (200mm).

The New 8" PrePaK Systems utilize the
lightweight Model DDX Deluge with galva-
nized trim. Two options are offered. The
Type D, which can be programmed either
as an Electric Single Interlock or as an
Electric/Electric Double Interlock Preac-
tion System. Sizes include: 4" (100mm),
6" (1I50mm) and 8" (200mm). The Type F
is an Electric/Pneumatic Double Interlock
Preaction Systems. Sizes start from 2"
(50mm) through 8" (200mm).

For additional information, please refer
to Bulletins 748, 733, and 747 on Reliable's
website — www.reliablesprinkler.com — or
call your local Reliable sales office.

H Reliable Introduces New Residential
Dry Horizontal Sidewall Sprinkler
The F3Res44 Dry is a Dry Horizontal

Sidewall sprinkler that is a cULus Listed

Residential sprinkler for use in accor-

dance with NFPA 13, NFPA 13R, or NFPA

13D. Providing coverage up to 16 feet by

20 feet (4.9m by 6.1m), the F3Res44 Dry

has a K-Factor of 44 (63 metric).

This sprinkler is used where a wet-
pipe sprinkler system in a temperature-
controlled space protects an adjacent
space that is subject to freezing tem-
peratures. The F3Res44 Dry uses a
fast-response thermal element with an
Ordinary 155°F (68°C) or Intermediate
175°F (79°C) temperature classification.

Installation options include: flush, re-
cessed and extended. The F3Res44 Dry
has a standard 1-inch NPT threaded inlet.
Threaded inlet fittings in 3/4-inch NPT,
ISO 7-R1, or ISO 7-R3/4 are also offered.
The sprinkler can be ordered in lengths
ranging from 4-1/4 inches (108mm) to
24 inches (610mm) in 1/4 inch (6.35mm)
increments.

For more information, please refer to
Bulletin 052 on Reliable’s website - www.
reliablesprinkler.com - or call your local
Reliable sales office.

SPRINKLING

OF NEWS

H Phoenix World Burn Congress 2016
— October 19-22, 2016

The 28th Annual Phoenix World Burn
Congress is coming to Providence, Rhode
Island!

Registration for the conference will be
available online Spring, 2016.

CONFERENCE LOCATION:

Omni Providence Hotel

1 West Exchange Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Check for availability at our official ho-
tel, the Omni Providence Hotel. We have
negotiated a rate of $175 per night, plus
tax. Attendees may make reservations
by calling 1-800-THE-OMNI (1-800-843-
6664). and ask for the Phoenix Society
room block once you call. For your
convenience, you may also make reserva-
tions through a personal web link for the
Omni Providence Hotel.

Although you may be solicited by other
hotels, transportation and other services
for Phoenix WBC are only provided via
the Omni Providence Hotel.

H Phoenix World Burn Congress
Sensitivity Training

In preparation for the conference, we
are requesting that city business owners,
hotel staff, volunteers, and community
members view a 20-minute presentation,
Phoenix World Burn Congress Sensitivity
Training , to assist us in welcoming our
attendees to Providence. This presenta-
tion is designed to introduce the general
public to the burn survivor community.

Be sure you join the Phoenix Society’s
mailing list for frequent email updates on
Phoenix WBC and other Phoenix Society
programs! You may also receive updates
from the Phoenix Society via USPS mail
by calling us at 1.800.888.2876.

For more information:
http://www.phoenix-society.org/
wbc/location-registration

www.nfsa.org

WE’RE HIRING! JOIN TEAM NFSA.
VISIT US AT WWW.NFSA.ORG FOR DETAILS

ONFSA

The Voice of the Fire Sprinkler Industry
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Dear Mr. King:

The professional Fire Fighters of Wisconsin Charitable Foundation Alliance for Fire Safety is a non-profit
organization with the mission, “To promote, encourage and foster fire safety, burn prevention and public
fire safety education. We support burn survivors of all ages as well as sponsorship of the Summer Camp
for Burn Injured Youth.” In the spirit of that mission, the PFFWCF annually recognizes those in our state
that exemplify what it means to promote fire safety. This year marks our 25th annual luncheon.

Our Awards Committee has been informed of your firefighting career effort to make the state of Wiscon-
sin safer from the sad effects of fires. Your many years of working to make the West Allis community and
the state of Wisconsin aware of fire dangers are commendable. Therefore, we wish to recognize you at
our annual Fall Fire Safety Luncheon to be held October 6, 2015 at the Oak Creek Community Center, Oak
Creek, Wisconsin. The lunch and program begin at noon. You will be recognized as our ‘Joe Vorce Career
Fire Safety Award" recipient for your years of service.

Thank you again for your civic commitment to help make Wisconsin fire-safe!

Jenna Jordan
AFS PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Good Morning All,

| wanted to thank you all for your support with our side-by-side demonstration yesterday. From the
reaction | received from convention attendees throughout the afternoon it was a huge success. We
have already received requests from two communities whose elected officials asked if we could bring
the whole program to them. Additionally | was asked by two attendees if the FMO could help them
as they look at the possibility of sprinklering their homes. For the first time | don't think we could ask
for much more. | have included a link to WABI TV5 from Bangor who provided us with some great
coverage and recognition for the partners. Have a great and safe weekend. http://wabi.tv/2015/10/08/
fire-prevention-through-demonstration/

With Best Regards,

Joseph E. Thomas
MAINE STATE FIRE MARSHAL

Happy Monday, Eric,

| just want to give you and the NFSA a heartfelt THANK YOU for helping North Metro pull of another
successful live fire sprinkler demonstration in the City of Northglenn. We couldn’t have done it without
you! Slowly but surely, | really believe that we are making a difference in convincing the public of the
benefits of fire sprinklers.

THANKS AGAIN!

Steven Gosselin

DIVISION CHIEF - FIRE PREVENTION
NORTH METRO FIRE RESCUE DISTRICT
BROOMFIELD, CO
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Tyco’s knowledge runs deep. For more than 20 years, TYCO Attic
Sprinklers have been leading the way with extensive fire testing for
sloped combustible concealed spaces. Tyco's Specific Application Attic
Sprinklers provide superior fire protection and significant cost savings
by minimizing costs associated with material and installation labor for
standard spray sprinklers and allowing for the use of CPVC in attics.

Tyco's Specific Application Attic Sprinklers are the first sprinklers to be:

. Listed for extended coverage in combustible construction
. Full-scale fire tested in both wet and dry system scenarios
« Full-scale tested for use in wood truss construction

. Listed for specific roof slopes

For more information, contact your Tyco representative or
visit www.Tyco-Fire.com/Attic.

Safer.Smarter. Tyco.
Copyright © 2015 Tyco Fire Products LP All rights reserved

A full range of options with extensive fire testing for
sloped combustible concealed spaces.

tyco

Fire Protection Products




BUTTERFLY
VALVES

AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY
THROUGH YOUR LOCAL
FPPI DISTRIBUTOR.

Model BFGCI Ductile Iron Valve 27" through 8” (Grooved) 300psi : Model BFG Bronze Valve 2" through 272" (Grooved) 300psi
California State Fire Marshal BML # 7770-2164:0001 Model BFT Bronze Valve 1” through 22" (Threaded) 300psi
@ i *Model BFT 1% - 2% are ULc listed.
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E Scan for complete information or visit fppi.com/butterfly
FPPI.COM | 800.344.1822
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